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Title: An Interpretation of John Donne’s “The Flea” from the Perspective of Marriage
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Abstract: John Donne depersonalized the male and female protagonists in his poem
“The Flea” and used dramatic monologue techniques to complete a logical reasoning
about love, providing readers with a new form of perception. The poem contains
the poet’s ethics of marriage and love, but the poet’s straightforward language and
rough imagery are often misunderstood. Through the perspective of ethical literary
criticism on marriage and love ethics, combined with historical objectivity and
moral subjectivity evaluation, additionally, the experience of poet and the public’s
understanding of marriage and love. It is found that the poem conforms to the theme
“Carpe Diem” of the times, calls for the natural emotions between men and women
to be combined with bodily instincts, and proposes the concept of spiritual and
physical unity. The perspective of ethical literary criticism shifts the singular moral
judgment of “The Flea” back to ethical exploration in the historical context, leading
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ft. (dehumanization) FIXF kKA AASALTE, BBk R PIARGEAT N, WAt H
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1 2 Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory,” Forum for World Literature Studies
2(2021): 189-207
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FERF SE BRI PO SCAHRAG BEREAT AT B B o SR, SRATTECREN R 2, 75
DR BIGEARIER, REAAF O Mz, ®milE. EX 58
AL, G R BAIIE, FEANTPIRBURZC B E0f . 33 R AL RE 6 18
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PRSI, i N se (AR R . R, ZERRATTIE X R (i
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NS AN XS R 5] R AT 265 R e BRI N % TR B 5 S S
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HARER RN, AT (Bk&) — R L2 MR, Hrres (a2 Ll
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(2014) : 13.
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