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Title: Inheritance, Development, and Innovation: Wang Shouren and the Construction
of Chinese-Characteristic Body of Knowledge of American Literature

Abstract: As one of the earliest and most renowned scholars engaging in the study
of foreign literature in China since the reform and opening-up, Wang Shouren has
achieved fruitful results in the translation and research of foreign literature, with
particularly notable accomplishments in the field of American literature translation

and research. Starting with a comprehensive understanding of literary traditions,
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he has examined Eastern and Western cultures on the foundation of inheriting
the achievements of his predecessors, explored the path of American literature
research, and carved out an innovative academic route. Wang Shouren stands at the
forefront of reinterpreting the works of classic writers, like Henry David Thoreau
and Willa Cather, while also dedicating attention to modern American writers such
as Toni Morrison. His work is centered on uncovering fresh interpretations and
insights into literary themes. Moreover, he broadens the scope of his research to
encompass American ethnic literature, exploring both its scholarly importance and
practical relevance. Wang Shouren’s investigations into the history of American
literature and its criticism are characterized by a unique approach that blends
critique with historical context, aiming to rejuvenate academic traditions. His efforts
in developing a framework for an independent body of knowledge of American
literature studies with distinct Chinese-Characteristic are visionary. This approach
not only integrates Chinese and Western perspectives but also amplifies the Chinese
voice, elucidates Chinese features, and effectively represents China’s image on the
global stage. This paper begins with the context of a hundred years of translation
and research of American literature in China, attempting to comprehensively
discuss Wang Shouren’s academic contributions to the construction of a Chinese-
characteristic body of knowledge of American literature, in the hope of providing
useful inspiration for the current construction of an independent body of knowledge
regarding American literature research in China.
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