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Title: “The Illusion of the Empire” and “The Community with a Shared Future for
Mankind”: A Research on The lllusion of the Empire: Civilization, Nation, and the
Incomplete Community

Abstract: The Illlusion of the Empire: Civilization, Nation, and the Incomplete
Community, a monograph written by professor Liang Zhan, analyzes from a global
outlook the ups and downs of the empires existing in the 20" century through the
descriptions in the following several literary works: Kafka’s Beim Bau der chinesis
Mauer, Frangois Bernier’s Travels in the Great Mughul Empire, Anderson’s Imag-
ined Communities.: Reflections on the Origin and Spread Nationalism, and Kang

Youwei’s A Book of the Great Harmony. The book attempts to make the readers
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realize something concerning a sense of western superiority resulted from so-called
superior civilization and the illusion of the empire in the new era. The book is rich
in thought-provoking materials and worth depth-reading. It concludes that the 20"
century is better to be regarded as a century with the entanglement of the empires
and the nations rather than a century of “Nation-State.” The book provides the read-
ers with a lively model to further enjoy some intriguingly conceived literary works
such as Kafka’s Beim Bau der chinesis Mauer in a more profound way.
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