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Title: Economic Ethics in the Old Testament

Abstract: The economic ethics in the Old Testament refers to the ethical relation-
ship, moral principles and moral norm of the economic activities among the ancient
Israelites. Guided by theology of God and in accordance with the Mosaic Law, the
property of the Israelis include all stuff such as their land, houses, children, servants
and cattle; God is the true owner and giver, his people are the users and benefi-
ciaries; Through selection, Testament, promise and bestowal, making his people
wealthy, causing their property to increase or decrease and enabling them to gain or
lose are the actions reflecting the relationship between God and his people, just like
a barometer or a thermometer. Among the relationship between God and his people,
the priests and the people, the King and his subjects, parents and children, master
and his servants, the rich and the poor, Israelites and gentiles, God has formulat-
ed ethics pertaining to property ownership, transaction and redemption, labor and
employment, compensation and atonement, so as to establish the moral principles
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obeying fairness and equity, national interest and group sharing, in hope of his peo-
ple following the moral norms concerning the order of superiority and inferiority,
the differences between the insiders and the outsiders as well as honesty and kind-
ness. The spirit of contract, equity and charity have exerted far-reaching influence
on the later generations. We can see that ethical identity plays a decisive role in eth-
ical responsibility and ethical choice.
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A WS ESEH . BT —HAE\H S E XS, DB (B
5 TAEN) EEE, A iki TEAT L OF) 23:3. 7-8. 21, 24-25. 28-
29, 36; Z 0L H 23:10-12; 31:14-17; 35:2-3; [& 28:25;29:1. 7. 12; H 16:8) . %
B aEtdsgantt. ‘RS- Eha s, AR, ERERBERSEA
HUZH . ABATRTRI N, B AT ANz . PR 07 A el AN e, R R A
CHh 23:11) o “B-B4, HESFERE, s mERMER 28, AnH
H, AT E . SvE BRI ER, AR B SRR &
AT ECE A . XE, MBS E . MEZBEFHK, BEARARKAN
AN 2, JRTN, HEFERSNEEY) . (e ) R EAE R T4
o KAEATHER, b KR, ARRE A BENEE R, BARTE
WA . BUNIXRAEE, MIESEES, izt B/~ (R 25:4-6,
11-12)
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M., SR

ERA g, WA B R RGBT ERIAP A
J (eeeeee ) /I AEE NS,/ AENTGRRER. [ RE A AL, /A
D NZFEARBEEMORTE? 7 (FF 22:7. 26-27) A AFELE ATE B A
KR F, WA TTE. L5 EWA R ARMG S NG IE, H
HH 2L A A 5 T R S A A

(—) R

PEVEEIERE, ARG FEMN, TRLEUENER. HF=mH, W
AL AMEN . BIRGACE S AR, fFEREIEFEBAR. “ROs
HZER, BARMMAERT (oo ) EHRAAEAR M G AR 3 b, Toie
WE— eI, R ER—ANHN, AT EEL. #8EF, AR
ZWEE R SE R T, BBALTERZ A, FMBRIAZ” (15,
7-8) o fEAELR T Z M N EH OB R, ArEES, AR, AERN
FLFEMERERB T, ERIRERS Z 050, - afASM,  “ABUbEA
PRRAHERAIE, SEEIRTUR 77 CHH 15:9) o AU IR PIASTE {50 40 9
—FIUIRAT N . WAARFIE TS N RE 1L, BiANAT DL AL fi % . 24
W, B EN IR B AL G551, S,  CBRAEDE
MAEL” (R 37:21) o fEZ 5 WATTHUR], HEAMBANTHCR.  “REH

THNEGRELE, IREEERG A, AvT Wi i s ” (G 22:25) .
MTHCMH, “REMERSM, AnTmafecr]; ARG, wAR bz
B7O(F] 25:37) o “URMESAARILEE R, BURERITEURRRE, A n A
4, #ARTECH . fEZ AN NTT DUECH], A h 26 AN e BOR] . X FE, HB
FAEARIALEAR B 22453 L i b, AR T B — ) EIGAE 5487 (H
23:19-20) . FIEMH TSRS,  “ NCUERDIIEMY), /2GBTS
NEHEREM”  (E28:8)

[H 2905 AQ E H B A B 48 OREHRAT, AR IXMHE DL T AN 242 . ANA]
FH# CLAE A 0 S A 3R, “ARBI B S A0 & A R 243k, e HYE LA
JeHib s PR RA X — 8k, SRRk, Haka, mEAA
MEGEWE? 7 (4 22:26-27) HEESEAF55 N BATAS HARRY), AATssEl.  “R
A, AR A, AT bR EMRSL” (B 24:10) o GARAAH
A AN 32 8 SR HRAT A, AT EHCH S ) 7 A P SR A
BUEHIIY . 2408 2 F Y, BOZEHY . AT 25 a3 A 4 .

(=) st

(HAamid) PEMESHEIE. “BELER—F, REMITHR. #
G B E G T/ IXFE: Ui R BT T 4 AR S R S 1, AN AT m) &0 A 2 Ml iE
o, RAERRIER I e E LR TS T ST, IR LR e T (H
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iR, LRt A, RERTFHE T (H 15:1-3) . MRENEN
SR, AFE IR H CRARIE IS ML, AN AN

KRB, RAPRNAE SRR, FrA AER N R TN .
Wt v, MORNBGEGE RN A TR S, (TR T4 SN, 52 AT B
WCHOMLE L R TR Y

F. BEREREAE

JE VLRI E N TEGE 0 I 77 I 2% 2% A5 LA e IR 4 23

(—) MrBEEE. “ANEMmAdsEFE, LwRs 1, £%L71, lmZE
R —4, DER—F (e ) WA, SEE; A — oA,
ER S, TAb T ). A, B4, B, B, U EMT T AE
i, AR E IS EIL . (e ) NERARBR B F B AT F S, XYM
NI et 2, EHAMERE] 7, WEINMEGE” (220, 3-4, D .

(=) WPk ZERE . . “ANEREEH O B2 ESE, f
I Bk, HFEREERBIEATAN, EHEBFEHEC” (H 21:33-
34) o “RAMGESTBAKL, UERTI, MAIZs 7Ed, Fah
i, WMEFHE. NERERXFRRSMALR, EFARAEFRE, it
WELUEERA, FEAEEHAC” (H 21:35-36) o “YTHEMERE M), W0E 4k
B (R 24:18, 21) . XA

AZERESAERAEERET, EERET EAAGNE L L, 3%
LR TwE L, A HE LAFORIE, 2 E KRN, AR
FIASEARGG RIR, sEEW AW, SAEHE, FRAT, A& KL TREE,

AZRKI, R, RF, IANGBRE, MLAEAT, BERRL,
Rz, AL, RAFRL, BETFTHAN, ZEEHRERE F2
ARG EAE Y, KRERZZIK, AFHOARLEL, HEFENETH
ARE A, WFEBREIE A E; SR LW, AT R RS FER,
P #5 64 R L BEAE

ANBEARS AT 4, TR, R, REXARE—L, 4
AR TR, BRI RAE—L, HERLIEER; ZR BN, LLRLIEE,
A AN R, (H22:5-6, 10-15)

(=) NS iFEENA. ENAEZET “FASENI” , FrbE “i
ANIBICARR,  VRAIASITSOB A A (i, A piinsE” (RS 35:31) , {H
FEVEEE LA T A RERNE 2 R MR B] (H 21:1-9) , HE A5
FHAl UL, MEN— R ASE MM . 40
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A B S, IANALER AR LTS, HERE TR, RiT
SRENEJE, ERARREM MY, I TELR,; 2B IR
I R ARIEAN, WA R ESR,

S EZEBARA RN, BERALKITRARF, FRTLEHR;
Fog EATHRE ., MBERFERAANY, AARETF L, TR
ek, A5 ARKARL, HhERLRITRAF, FElLis
. HIALE A e Ak, teol BT e Rt e A, R R AR T AR9ILT
KA, LRI SR, FEBT AR L, LHRTF=+4K
AN A, LB B kdeddrie, (3 21:18-19,28-32)

1 F A 2 2 00 B 2 3 R G T R Bk 1, R T s B A N sE
RETEN, BT Z e (H 21:22) o RO L2EMGHE, #
SEARIL T Wb AR =, A AL SRR I . NET SRR 2 A
i, 5ihATiE, Mha B sl BiboNFE. HELTFISCERAER LTS
i, Ak B AL A AL, RHERSKR” (H 22:16-17) « “FFA BB %
BUHAMA L, TELSMATE, HAEL, XBFlEsEh &% iR
THLTFHIE, FMhENS TiX T, MERMAFE, LHARiRh” (H
22:28-29) . DLEFIRGEA IER AR viE W, XN TR HE ——
Kot Zer, DlAlhigA %

(M9 i SR US A A& B B 1 . N3, SR b5 o IR, {5 F A i
WSETRUT, “ARIMPAKZEEMEIMAN, Eiafh, JEENMb— 5 &% iR
T, B TIACE, FAE HAME L ETN— MM b L
M2, LHARTRM” (1 22:18-19) &

(D SR EE 2. “PIN AR, TN Adl, 82
N, ORI, N, ONAREE, BURAARBEZY, G- AN xR
)7, WEMENEGEEFEHE, FATCHERTE, EREnGEL” (H
22:9) .

(7)) RIET RNERRE. A ANLTE, TIRERAIE, TE40&A8fHh
ML, BORTEAS S BAT T VEVE, BURIEF AWM, sURIKEASRE, Bl
fEf TR FAT TVEVE, SRS, EX—UINE FB T4 ek
BT, AT, MEREMATIEF, B0 FEBEFTEN, 2o A6
iy, B N RABRTIR Y, SO Ak TIRE, B wEHE,
RNy —, EERMAERET, BLEAE” (F 6:2-5; 20K 5:5-
6) o “HSNFTBA SEE OS2 AR, 0BT 4 (0 22 V5 5 MR AR HR AN AR Y 4% ]
2T IMER A RS (R 5:8)
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() REEWERLE. A NRE T XY, BEREYN RS0 -
Gy, ERERET (R 22:14) o bAwikdle TS, B P, R
% AR AR AR B RN IR FR IO, Jd0d 4%, e i, IBRgRE. R
BT, SEARHENS (FIFE) o BB EAA IR A 4R
FOGESILE) S (EMEAERS) ,  CRESSEZEULAN, MR CF
1:4) o IR REZE A BRIEUEHE N H TR IR 5 5 B3A %
B A Ases BRlisE. BEMERARRS BRI K4 (R 4:1-35; IR
15:22-29) . MRS IR LA H NN B OO0 245 B BE T 4k i PO A% R AR 3
— HRE R A EIRE) LA RT (R 5:14-19) . X Tig¢rh,  “48a] 5
AR, AT SRR R 4:20; 2 WA 4:26, 31, 35; 5:6. 10, 13,
16, 18; 6:7) , “HIXLLEWIN, HEW AL CF] 6:18) , WRFEAH AT
(. WABFIR I )L T8 CF) 8:10-15, 30) . “IBE T34k, sids®
GE: JESCE )7 ) BTSN, IRA T NHRRTAE IR M BRI, B
FEARR TR RAEFT S . (oeeeee ) ARIAERAAEAR PV, BEEARARAE, A
NERREGR IR 8 FARIE T, RIS A TE” (B 23:18. 21) o Lidfd
BV KRS T AR Sl BRAR S BE SE SR UG 3 [

CIHZ) FREF IR TR 8E e B, MoK Hom i B8 v vk i
TR, KRB, 57 SRR, BRRS IR, R
R, L T APAIE. RIGRI . SR ESEEMEE N, A7 RIGEE
BAT. WA R G BT 7R L a2 )8 SR
Bl 57 55 A LR . BIRUGISE AT Eah Y, BT A (e 3 ) i = A
RSB S A7 (324 263) , 0B M {ER kb k4% T &
BUEH, H5RETHERVIMHX. “ EWe— &KX" (Wagner-Tsukamo-
to 249, 250, 252) , HSLTIGWHI. HIETERZLTRT (clever institutional
economic ordering) , 1BFEIFFEE . “ U MDA TRETE LSO —
AR KT E B WEZK, I S5ATERFF V2 e Kk R” (Wagner-Tsukamoto
9, HAMARAEMFMEATRILE . AFuERN, e, 57510
L EC R, RO E DL LR R PSS SR ER e AT
TRIZ R, AR FRATTAR AT DU 3046 22 B 475560 140 31 B3 AR A4S B 1% £ 1) v e 1
1EH
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