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Title: Theory of Ethical Literary Criticism: Its Attributes of Innovation in Diffusion
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Abstract: The relative advantage, the compatibility, the complexity, the trialability
and the observability, namely the 5 attributes of innovation of the Ethical Literary
Criticism (or ELC), a Chinese literary theory that was constructed by Prof. Nie
Zhenzhao and his colleagues in recent decades and that has been diffusing in the
United Kingdom for years, were examined here by the “Theory of Diffusion of In-
novations” with qualitative as well as quantitative methods from the perspective of
intercultural communication. It’s found that the diffusion of the ELC in the UK is
possible and suitable on the one hand, though rather difficult and limited in pace and
space on the other hand, due to the nature of the ELC, which was represented by
Prof. Nie’s book Introduction to Ethical Literary Criticism, and to the British cul-
ture and the cultural differences between China and the UK.
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1 See Eaglestone, Robert, “Literature, Ethics and memory: from Levinas to Arendt,” Conference
Manual of the 9th Convention of International Association for Ethical Literary Criticism, Zhejiang
University, November 8-10, 2019.1
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