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Title: Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice in Top Girls

Abstract: Top Girls is a representative work of contemporary British dramatist
Caryl Churchill. Taking contemporary professional women’s survival environment
in the 1980s Britain as setting, the play focuses on the “top girl” Marlene’s ethical
identity and ethical choice in contemporary workplace, describing the complex
ethical life of British working women in the 1980s. Revolving around the narrative
mainline of Marlene’s ethical choice, this paper emphasizes the inseparability
of ethical identity and ethical choice through illustrating the ethical dilemma
caused by Marlene’s multiple ethical identities and the ethical choices she finally
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made. Churchill’s Top Girls shows the ethical dilemma faced by contemporary
British professional women through the example of Marlene’s multiple ethical
identities and ethical choices and warns readers and audiences shoulder the ethical
responsibilities and obligations entrusted by identity when making ethical choices,
thus providing people with profound moral enlightenment.

Keywords: Caryl Churchill; Top Girls; ethical identity; ethical choice; ethical
literary criticism

Authors: Liu Maosheng is Ph.D. in English literature and Professor of English at
the Faculty of English Language and Culture, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies (Guangzhou 510420, China). His research areas cover British and American
Literature, Ethical Literary Criticism, Narratology (Email: liumaosheng2004@126.
com). Yang Junting is a doctorate candidate in British and American Literature,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (Guangzhou 510420, China). Her
research areas are British and American Literature and Ethical Literary Criticism
(Email: yangjuntinggdufs@163.com).

RHR « B3 /8 (Caryl Churchill, 1938-) K3k i 4F (1) 8% il 61 4F 52 mi
T IERI MO TR TAEE o A el FoRE « BT A /RA R “ 2 BT ot
[ B K A B BB . BB RIBH—NAL”  (Nightingale 14) . {ENES# /R
REEMZ—, (WRLT) HAMPIBEFEZIFR RN, ABES
AR 3 R 2 R 20T 52 2 HoAh A FHE D77 (Keyssar 215) o —S5HEPESA
Ny ZR B EIR T A e ik 5 ) 55 S b B 5 AR AE SR ST AL 1 S )
A RER, (B R dte O8R4 SORURI AL I Zeid
N ESFEHIE R (Pfaelzer 287) , N “ERFHIRANANE T — AN Lotk
SEGFEFS, i HRE R T AT REME . (Reif 87) o HFE JRIEAINEHL
S Sl “BEE T AR G TR (eeeeee ) BT HAE RN, A%
EURM”  (Keyssar 215) 857 ASSCIR B B B2 0 R A2 10 D7 SR B 88, FilSe
Lk A B REX — O LR, HIHT SR 2 EACEE B 4 51 R M40 2 A 35 DA
T Sy B A AR BRI B, 424 L HR IR Z AR HE IR

—. REIMEH LB
SCEAAE S S BEANELA D SE B R, X SO A K 2 A A [
NP RIS, SETE A WA BN bR A R SO, TR
77 A B 2 WAR B PR O AR AT LRSS, 23 Hr AR i o 3 B0k 2 AR AR i N
Yremis AE B AR, REERW AT R, AW, SO R RS DU RE, JF
MR A AR R TERE VP 7 G R, “SCARBLEEALDE:. AHIR R



Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice in Top Girls / Liu Maosheng & Yang Junting | 633

B 14) o 20HZ0804EAR, WEMASRHEIAE KA T BN, M2k
()2 e [ Lo P AL 2 A AR Ak, SRR BRI R K pE 5 T . 4
Wi, Foishimsl, RS B ANSATE, JEH AR 7850
TAE. X—& Pt GR B AT TAERE /1 3R A T B0k, A1 a6 A
TAUNECN “BFEREE” o Ak, I EBUR ECE X ot sb i TAES T
T3CHE. 19194F,  “HME Ay Fe A R PRk ) 5t D51 45 4 4 1tk A AL
Flo HEGIE, 19604ELISK, AERYE L AUE B R Lot 1) 7 2R IR
B, I EEE = rE, S E R R PUE B TR, 19704EMAG 1K [H]
T AL & “PEmBAE” B OO RS ol st 1 OrRE . BRI
FIFGE (sex segregation) I A1 KK IN T 2o M 3R AT AN 53 M 4R AT [F) S R
RLAILE, OO T 2otk Bk 2540, Bk R 22 (1) o MR aE N 381 /& 2 R i BRI A
Fo (TRZTF) B Z X — B L EBRE . Wi E S,
T BT, R AT BEH,

K L&, MENRKYKRRE, WEMLaEs T 2MiEs, HoiRa
Widem, REBEIRTSH RSl SR, g 08 B M= A s
mi SR BRI . < MR TE AL &Y 1 A SR (Marwick
1200 o X—UUEBMLXS, FHRBL T — R AR FS . Pl R
KAF L ARG T FARAS T 7, AR PRl A A5 A AN 5K A s AR 4. 3N 20
g 80 AR, KRR M L METFATE AR ZE R . (2, =g &1
HYVURRNE G G EHESYELZ R TN ERE, B3 RARE.
SR, XAEL AN T TAEMFER AL 2 . oth T 3RS ER 1)
BTy, AFATE TAE RS IR S RE 2 i %

A8 H S EAS TR A B Lk BT AL S BEIA B T ARk, VRN &)L FETA
RES, WBATTAR 28 )8 6 AR B2 5 4 BT T i AT AG B 53 AT . o “THAR &1
WA B, DA T AW, MEXGREE, 2 20 40 80 F AR UL E I
Ve B . AR RIS b 1 R UG 4 5% RS G S A AR AR
HRGE 5 HAR A3 3 NI A I RUAR  ABFE R D) % b, S Bl i 2002 FA“ %
R FE, DHEFERA LR RAE KRB, R B A1 L
W CRTh ot WA BERELAUCE 0. FA “Rm” 4 abEkE 19
L IRAT 5 UL » {148 (Isabella Bird) . 13 tH4 H 4% 5 25 9 40 3 JB 4
% (Nijo) « B 9 Ly B3SO BRI (Joan) . 16 20 il 5K
WA - e IR 16 A E i N AR « 45 AR (Dull Gret) LK H
AT 8 CREHA T ) IR 22 A8 TN /R IA (Griselda) o i fiT/2
EUBM N ESHITIE ERUE TE2FR LT, 2500 EF “ Rzt
HUEAVE

F—w, I LR GFERETHORRRE S0 1 R4 5,
T8 B ) 5 I A P R B S i o o s R RIN A ) “TiR 1 |



634 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 6, No. 4, December 2022

kR, BRE/RE AR L s — @ik I, RO, B R SO ) 22 1 ik
D%, SEMEIL T ASE P se k3 2ot i TR 3 B i 22 fR S . A
() BF A LoV e A AR SR PR SR A5 B LS BB, 5 TR B 5 AR BRIE B
ANE 3 E M . AR, BT JRAN A i B A SR AR SR, T A X s
RIS, M R 5B  SASCAR.

YE R4t 2 R AR ZE B g 21, G5 DU A 4 22 ) T [ A 0 1 00
gz R, SO RRUHI WAL A B S BRI —54r . L)LIAE B & 1 S 8t
NHF TSR RIBATHE, AR NS . W ERRAT E:  “iks
B, HEFETAHA? BFRHED (dismal) 7”7 (Naismith and Worrall
108) "o SAR, Wik CUMRAT A kR K RE RS, A b ) A S TR AR
o H g, WKW TRR: W, 2! 7 (139) o R4
WA IR AR, 2wt —1), KREETWHEBEERAET
EEAENE . HEBLK S0, WARMAE K THEL, WA RKLE
R ORE . U A SRR T, /EAZETR AR BRI A RKdr. SR
WG, W AR WA, M7 ell. B8, ZAREESEE L HIE A
L)L EE B A G . A HLURESR IR H B B I FARZR R S, BRI S
P P B LR L. W B E B, SKERAE R, A — AOuR Id AR S
FRRSE o BN 2y B AR B R — R S AR T, HE AR T Lt
S ELA A, MW AR £ 7 A RE 2 T . BRI B AR N1 g
BT 224 ] A T M PR B e ) A A PR 5

. RIEF EEAMHEZHEIAZT,

gk, THAVEREFZTF.

W A BAREZANMKA, KA, BFPRTFALERAKEZ
8. (1200

BAR, BORKE BSOSOV RN, SRS RAE KRR, X
TSR 2 VERIRVEXS Ve CE SOV AR A% AN PE R IR AE AR SR Il 20 4
WA 32 20 BT NTER B 56, ARESZ AL, (HI IR “ 278
MR, REs 3 (129) o RERRATE/RIEWIIHER,  (EIE )5 I ihd A
B UL CERRUREE (RED BOAMORLLEIRIZA 2 W 17 (138) 4%
NP R R 7 (0 B 43 90 U N G PR R AT 3, EAERON 1 4E9 4
I Ak AR BRIE AR 5 (K0P i o

XL P S R RS LR H O B SRR TSR R TR
PASE — AFRIRE B QR NE RS, 13 AR L T s i g S 34

1 ACHIZE5] 4 H H Naismith, Bill and Nick Worrall, eds. Caryl Churchill: Top Girls (Lon-
don: Methuen Drama, 1991). F 3¢ R bR{E TS, AN F—— Ui B o SC b 51 FH I SCARY A2 # ik




Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice in Top Girls / Liu Maosheng & Yang Junting | 635

LNEF N H SR, IR v B TR B A ASRE, XL “ IR
SETE F ORI A B (Kritzer 14) , #0477 “ 58 WU 1 db A 110 SRSk
L T AT B CRIAT NRBINEZ A" (Ammen 88) o il “ZH” MK
FHE PSR R, KA HE L E N ALERCR, WATTIE 1l 34 2
Ge oK BE MV IR AL e T AR S A AT AOAR BE B A k. BA S BRI A2 4400
BBy TR 2T AR, AT AR TT BL AR K S [E 20 120 80 HEARHAY
LRSS i A PR RO R AR, P24 R T e IR ZI G BE P

—. SR ESHSEERER

(TRZ 7)Y H ke L ZMACEE S0, 2 T80 B Fa e N 5 i
AJEH . RIS BRI 2L, Mo aal KIS, /ERAIRY B «Tn
RELT” , HMAEAEREMEN 2 LR BT A0S0 & A
SHAELEIFR I, RIS 7 B 5 0 BT T ) 514 5 55 e B S
SR ERAT PR, — BIX AR B Gy 2 [l R AR R, e S EUR 3
VREL, AT B EARE A ERIN T . 7E I A S AR IR, DRk TETk
XF HAE BRI A0 52 B S A i3 AT WA, BORERRMUR I ) “TiR L 17,
IR By T BB N BRI RO S E A B 855

EARHORER 2 1) Lo VEALE 20 tHAD 80 AT MRk AL IR AR 2], H#
PEEIR AR LR D . 9 7RG, SEBLA TR AT, IxX 840 H R 4
H OB S AT R . AT B sk, FEIRE T, (HIbfIR N E 2
16 PRB WA FR I 5 4 TP AR VRIS R AR, BY5ER T S B REAE. N T IR
FEEARBIERAL,  “TiRZ+7 DL AUEIF G B EEN . W20+ 2,
SRS, FRm R ORRF R & FREEI T8 Pl £ L ST Mt [ I 9 [ 4
ZRFR I BEIAEE, BASERANT B, AoMEXT SIS B BVE AN BEN SIS
AW HES -

LR B “Bg B WS hE SBHBARERNE. AR LT
HRME A B B HR 51, By o 4K “ bt ”  (high flayer) B, FEfEH
HAM A RE, W MCERME Y b7 RS, EREIE TSR, hET
KEA A [ B CRE, A2 Gk o S IRA RS ERE, fEihER, 2
IR 21t By R BCE AR S N, W SR A T Mk, ERESIAN
IR I MR IS EN: i CERE FXRER, A=AE%T,
EANTRALEAA R AR (189) o N TP EEMEE AR, MhiliF R D
AER IS MERSE, BRSMNIELS, BERANETREG, 55150
A NG RIS R — 2R 1E . IRAIER (not natural) ! 7 (189) ¥
BARFR M AN DUASR, AR b e i A D9 HR 51 R e 428 5 4 9 2 1t 1
FEEEFEZ A P AP JE, ok bR B SRR R4S B O R LR
LR 7RG R B R, AR L. P AREE I 5 idE AT ik



636 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature /| Vol. 6, No. 4, December 2022

. MRAEE RPN R AR R T H SRR AL X YR 1
AR B, RN ZELEZ T, dhevra] AR BAT IS I AR N 7 IRAEBI L,
LyRT DL A ERAE, N TR A K E a0 E, T RS X
JURIAC BET £ K 4%

ERNFREAEFE P RREE . ZEF AL, SE FRARBEINE .
Jo, SRMORISEEOR M0 B Oy g5 dits R AR TS LS. 1780, S BRLE N 18 JE 0
RISEL RIS, BON BRI, T SR E O s, WAEA T %% A E
R A TR, E - AR A, REBURIGE, BN
P By TRy o SR, BB OIF AR . (FN S AR, i
MR B OR s, WRBITE PR E B TR, D3RR, —Hik#S
LA, Wb AUEAT BRI DU i R AR A R SRR S A AR AN TR A
NERERINER . UG N TRMETAE, SBMEBEF T E TR M. /£
S5, SHHE A GRS K, FMAEEZ T . EiE
Ko AL E XA “ T LT 1 AR BB A AR B R VA S RE (/N N
DA BEIE RRAS AR 4 1 O FEBRNL A IR A B rp, It e 2608 3% 9% T Rl
Ho wJa, N IRFEGEISL AR R A SR R, IR T AR L
MRS fy, S5XBE B X DBk UL, SQBE I A 25 M 2ty Sk T Wz A1 G
%o WEEFE CHEE A Z IR AR AR, SRR A S,
WS EARIR B R dr . EIXFEMIFIES ST, SRR TR Ik
AL I A RE AL AU, EITBATR, BT, RA S EREIX
PR AR/ WA S ibMmE L, REGEACDWE” (231D o HYEW], D3
BSE LTI, MO8 T B TR L, MR T 3T 95 AR A K
BE o BRAGRE, Flk BRSO SO S K RO, i BESR AR AR
ATHAESOR IR B2 T, 2% SR LA BN BRI
P, AR CEHBED R—EAERTEE, (EXRZHNRU A K AEERAAL”
(231) o B, BER. FE7. LU EGMIFRA LSRR B R 5,
i (14 B £ L T A AN REJBE G AR BEAIR R B R A

=. DM S ESMHSEEERE

N B Bas gk, AnataEmh s P NEERNE 2 E Y
iy, R A F R AMERE. /ENIR B “TiRL7” , SHEERE ]
BET SOL AR T AR, R RO (14 B 3k A0 A 22 SAG B B 43 110 5 P A\ A
B, “OCEAR R R B NIAEAE, A SR T I A B R R G
BH, CUHREEMFRIR) 267 o BMENEEE, ZEF. WILNEE
G 5 HACHEFLHE ', HERIERAR. hERES TIEZ R
wARAL, BRI R R RIERE T IR, IO S U T R g e B 5
i, ONER A NR S “TR L 17 o IEWPRURFT:  “ Sk —4



Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice in Top Girls / Liu Maosheng & Yang Junting | 637

WATBIUN B RN, — D FRATTEEASBE 7 HLiE T A REfAT B SR R L N7
(Keyssar 215) o DBk ARSI T LG AOT AN & EH i, H R 0 R 3L g %
R TR TAE RN a b, FEET R 3 55 Gk B, SCBRBzE i 5 R .

AL SR RZHE, 1ER “TIRL TN AR MRS, DHEENA
Iz, (HRE NG N, BRI R R AN, BRI <18
ST (229) o MEMANAFE N, RS CRAMEN . —PAR
BHET A TARN” (233) , JRRX—W AN E ) TAEZEM . KR
W BRI VE, MR RMoR A, SRFWRICHZEZAL. SMERAE
o] 3 SR B IX — 1 A, ROl R B M KN (2000 o fEN “TiiR %L
T, GRS e T BB S R FERFEEAGFRIRR, BLRIESHEA
Bl

ENZH REE, SR BA R BN R M TE, X2 & KL
Kolso U AT W AR X 22 35 Jn oz FLADET, AR N IR BRI TR 0T L B AN
Wie  URAT ML () ORI, IRMCEAKREM” (205 . S
RGN BRI Sy, b2 L2255 . 2 35 PR R 1 BRBE A i 1
S, Wt R T AR RS Lh b N T R, ORI . AN (233)
LSO 22 ) LA IR AS I 5 00 S5 1 55 AL o

ThEf SRR N L LRI BESE 5T, IXAERW 52 m) T Sk 5 Rt
kRN . SRS TR — WSS 5K, PN Z I IR BT — R A
AP FHLIE R . TR IR IR D3k 7 20 LB RHEAT . TR HITIR AL, T3k
HAEF, “BR7THACHAWAETR” (231) o fhi) Ny Dk R sh A E
B B RA M —N NS & B A M ER . Te5 ks S ka8 DA R K
NAE I E R —IR, FRAATEDS “EEBIRAM” (229 o T2
FHEFR I, TR FRET S BRAAT ARIA T AN, “TRAEH AR af fg
BIFHCOMEZT” (221 o {FRPSH A SO T IR 50 5 80 I E
R O BRI, SBAE 3 R IR, RN TS i
IR FE. T, 352 256 BBk oR 1 L S — A R e R . it G 7
REEAS I S 2 WTE, (B E B T REEIRS I AR S (1 i B 208 2 YU T
FREERI G0, ERBCNIRG TR TR T o SHTEMFRIERE, IE
SN NFFE S s — S MR BRIE BRI 45 2

LA ER RO KBS HE N SR DT SR, AR AT )
IR B HEE (false autonomy situation) HHPFAN 5" (FE4],  “XC
LA AT, HEAEIS 5ARIE 20) o BB R B FE DL BRX A B 2 P4
NEGRX R, WG T 201 80N E 1) [ A AN . BRFE /RLEE19794E 1 1]
FE W, 2 W 2 Lo mT PAESCN R It = E B S (Aston and Diamond 30)
XN TE I ¥ 8 S SRR AL T BAR S E A . 19794, RSP IETERIE IR
M, UIR RN E P s RS M. dK TR R e, BliE T



638 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature /| Vol. 6, No. 4, December 2022

WHH “HOURAE” o ERUURRAFHE SN S 24T BN &
THEAN, TRENMEERIE. KEEGSRHITETE “AT5e4. &
e AMIE. ZHEA”  CRHE £ 15) SEWSEHH L. SHE
FEIX I S I LR AR . D 1 SRS, It 25U 55 P ) RS A A D 2
REC, EEFHESRGHREREH AR IMICTE. SRkt Ke ik
FRAMAAGEE TR E, ARREER. F1. WLNTHER FBX
A6 PR Rl ) B B A

(TR 1) T KA N TUE R A P A B E & TR %] 1B 40 20 40
90 FARE B VIR RN B S B o AR SR /R il “ AT Z Br bl Ak, 2
BN ATRE T 0 B SRR AR NSTERITEE )17 (FBJE  Aii 5k /R
346) o DRFE /RIS s B 3G BLE £ R A T Ro i, s 13 3 A AR
FE A S TR e 1 1) TR B AN BE AL B (0 TR FOAR BE STAEAN (5%, (TR &L 1)
G MNHR B TIRZI BT R 7R -

IR /RI (WIR L7 ) RAEDHI 2 SR S0, SRR EIEREN
AL, i ) R s A E B L P I AR BN B, A
HEE MR IEE . SRR AT ERC P TUE, HAfH re Bk £
SR RO R HIR B SRR I S AR PR o B RAE (TR 27D
R B R AR AN OGTE . 1991 Sz R, APUSONEAM ORI AR 46
A, AN EATIRAE TR 2 M A R4S B R A

Works Cited

Ammen, Sharon. “Feminist Vision and Audience Response: Tracing the Absent Utopia in Caryl’s Top
Girls.” Utopian Studies 1 (1996): 86-102.

Aston, Elaine and Elin Diamond, eds. The Cambridge Company to Caryl Churchill. New York:
Cambridge UP, 2009.

Keyssar, Helene. “The Dramas of Caryl Churchill: The Politics of Possibility.” The Massachusetts
Review 1 (1983): 198-216.

Kritzer, A. Howe. The Plays of Caryl Churchill: Theatre of Empowerment. New York: St. Martins,
1991.

Marwick, Arthur. Total War and Social Change. London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 1988.

Naismith, Bill and Nick Worrall, eds. Caryl Churchill: Top Girls. London: Methuen Drama, 1991.

SEE COSCACEAAY: ARG ARIE” , OMESCERTL) 1 (20100 - 12-22,

[Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Its Basic Theory and Terms.” Foreign Literature Studies 1
(2010): 12-22.]

—: (CCFRESEHOTRIR) , dbal: dERUREHREE, 2014 4,

[—. An Introduction to Ethical Literary Criticism. Beijing: Peking UP, 2014.]



Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice in Top Girls / Liu Maosheng & Yang Junting | 639

Nightingale, Benedict. “Chairwoman of the Boards.” The Times 13 (2006): 14-15.

Pfaelzer, Jean. “Changing of the Avant-Garde: The Feminist Utopias.” Science Fiction Studies 15 (1988):
282-294.

B £y (BAZEEADGE) , B BEESCHRREL, 2008 4.

[Qu Shijing and Ren Yiming. A History of Contemporary British Novel. Shanghai: Shanghai Translation
Publishing House, 2008.]

Reif, Jan. “Women in Retreat: The Politics of Separatism in Women’s Literary Utopias.” Utopian
Studies 2.1/2 (1991): 131-146.

FEJE « /K. CRrocl: o —MEREZRIREY , wiREFE. duut. AR H AL,
19884,

[Tony Blair. New Britain: My Vision of a Young Country, translated by Cao Zhenhuan. Beijing: World
Affairs Press Co. Ltd., 1988.]



