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Abstract: Nine Lectures on American Literature Under the New Liberal Arts
Concept is one of the academic results achieved by Zhu Zhenwu, who has been
studying American literature and keeping practical consciousness with new liberal
arts concept for many years. With interdisciplinary cases provided, the book probes
into the thematic connotation and aesthetic style of American literature, especially
that of American novels from nine aspects. It is an academic innovation including
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cross-border integration, grand vision and inclusive spirit. Based on the detailed
analysis of original texts, it breaks through the shackles of disciplines with realistic
care into the current issues. Moreover, leveling with western scholars and standing
from the Chinese position, it is a book of cultural confidence which demonstrates
self-awareness of criticism and local feelings, which provides strategies of “breaking
the circle” for the study of foreign literature in the new era.
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1 See Lori Varlotta, “Designing a Model for the New Liberal Arts”, Liberal Education 104 (2018):
44-51.
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