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Abstract: Saussure attributed language and writing to two different symbol systems.
If we want to make an in-depth study of the meaning and relationship of language-
image in the visual era, it is particularly necessary to make a critical reflection on
the attribution of written symbols in the sense of Saussure. The book Research on
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reinterpretation of the connotation of “sound image” as a breakthrough, reconstructs
the relationship between language and writing, and believes that writing are not
only the substitution and supplement of sound, but together with the latter constitute
the signifier system of language. Based on the differential system, this paper puts
forward a new mechanism for the generation of literary language images. Through
this mechanism, we can find that both writing and images have the intermediary
characteristics of differences in Derrida’s sense. An in-depth discussion of this
feature is helpful to further clarify the problems of real and virtual reference, which
have been repeatedly debated in the academic circle, and then reset the internal
relationship of the language-image.
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1 See Arthur Bradley, Derrida’s Of Grammatology: An Edinburgh Philosophical Guide (Edinburgh:
Edinburgh UP, 2008) 41.
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