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Abstract: As the most important literary awards in America, Pulitzer Prize and the
National Book Award with its high evaluating standards and credibility have been
the signs for the changes in American literature. The history of these two awards
interacts with American literary historical development, which exerted great impact
on American literature. Through a brief introduction of the scholarship on American
literary awards, this paper will trace the historical development of these awards,
and try to investigate the issues as how the literary awards reflect the changes of
American social and cultural thoughts, what roles the literary awards played in
constructing American national identity and imagination, how the literary awards
promoted the canonization of American literature, and the ways of reinterpreting
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and redefining “Americanness,” “American Life”” and “Excellent American Literary
Works” by writers and their works under the dynamic development of American
literature.
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1 2l Burton Feildman, The Nobel Prize: A History of Genius , Controversy and Prestige (New York:
Arcade Publishing, 2001),
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FEBRIE AW 2 IET FETT AR, IT RN K B2 T
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1 2l Richard Wires, The Politics of the Nobel Prize in Literature: How the Laureates Were Select-
ed, 1901-2007 (New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 2009).

2 1y Richard Todd A7 v 4% B T8 e SCAb i 7 %8¢, JESCA AN SO Tl 398/
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MRl iy 7 B2 DA K% S AL e AT 58 22 /I8 U S SRt 0l A B S il AT % 8¢, 454%. 2 0L Richard
Todd, Consuming Fictions: The Booker Prize and Fiction in Britain Today (London: Bloomsbury Pub-

lishing, 1996); Graham Huggan, The Post-Colonial Exotic: Marketing the Margins ( London: Rout-
ledge, 2005); Claire Squires, Marketing Literature: The Making of Contemporary Writing in Britain
(Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2007); Simone Murray, The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of
Contemporary Literary Adaptation (New York: Routledge, 2012),

3 2 W J. Douglas Bates, The Pulitzer Prize: The Inside Story of America’s Most Prestigious Award
(Secaucus: Carol Publishing Corporation, 1991); W. J. Stuckey, The Pulitzer prize novels: A critical
backward look (Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1966).

4 2, Joseph Wensink, Literary Philanthropy: The Pulitzer Prize, Oprah’s Book Club, and Contem-
porary U. S. Fiction [D] (Brandeis University, 2012).

5 2 W, James English, The Economy of Prestige: Prizes, Awards, and the Circulation of Cultural Val-
ue (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2008).
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1 See English, James F. The Economy of Prestige: Prizes, Awards, and the Circulation of Cultural
(ValueCambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 2008) 330.
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