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Title: Memory Writing, Spatial Representation and Identity Construction in The
Dying Animal

Abstract: Philip Roth, an outstanding American Jewish writer, presents David
Kepesh’s visual memory as well as physical memory about his student lover Con-
suela Castillo and individual memory about his son Kenny in his masterpiece The
Dying Animal. Different memories construct David’s multiple ethical identities as
a teacher, a lover and a father. The changes of ethical relationship and ethical or-
der among them are created and completed in different spaces. With the formation
of memory in different spaces, the ethical identities of David and Consuela have
changed accordingly, and the ethical relationship has changed from the explicit
teacher and student relationship to a hidden lover relationship. Meanwhile, the
father and son relationship between David and Kenny and the individual memory
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continue and develop in the family space.
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