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Title: New Realm, New Vision, New Opinion: Wu Di’s Expansion and Innovation
on the Frontiers of Foreign Literature Studies

Abstract: Centered around two core questions “How is a classic generated?” and
“How is it disseminated?” Wu Di leads the authors of the 8-volume monographs
Studies in the Formation and Dissemination of Foreign Literary Classics to

explore the mechanism of the generation of classics or classical literary styles, and



616 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 8, No. 4, December 2024

to unravel the paths of their dissemination from primary to secondary sites in an
archaeological excavation. By linking the two thematic areas of classic generation
and classic dissemination, the study of classics in foreign literature can go beyond
the static, flat and purely literal interpretation of texts and enter into the systematic
cultivation of literary texts and their cross-media artistic “translations” as well
as their cultural codes. This deep cultivation is of strategic importance for the
increasingly marginalized discipline of foreign literature, which defends the survival
space of the discipline and expands its boundaries. It enables our foreign literature
to move toward the new realm of “no longer a foreign literature” and be integrated
into the modernization process of the Chinese nation. The creation of this new
realm is attributed to Wu Di’s “Great Translation View.” The axis of methodological
innovation of the “Great Translation View” as a new vision runs through the whole
process of “classic generation, classic growth, and disciplinary survival,” which is
the “three lives of research,” and governs the overall design of the Eight Volumes
of the monographs. The overall design of the 8-volume monographs leads Wu Di
himself to make breakthroughs in a series of case studies that can be regarded as
models.
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