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Abstract: The deepening globalization has led to repeated interpretations and
redefinitions of the concept of “World Literature,” simultaneously igniting a fervent
wave of rewriting world literature history. Comprehending “World Literature” stands
as a crucial prerequisite for reconstructing the history of world literature. However,
the essence of what constitutes World Literature has remained an unresolved enigma
within the realm of literary studies. Fang Weigui’s book, Tracing the Origins of
“World Literature”, sheds light on this matter by illuminating historical truths
and engaging in mutual verification between history and theory. Employing a
conceptual history approach, the book delves into the verbal dimension of “World
Literature,” conceptualizing it as a free exchange of spiritual goods. It underscores
that World Literature is the exchange itself, thereby opening up fresh avenues of
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thought to grapple with the crucial tension between the locality and universality of
World Literature. Moreover, it offers a novel perspective for reflecting on the central
debate surrounding the center and periphery of World Literature, serving as a fresh
starting point for rewriting the history of world literature.
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