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Abstract: The world-renowned short story “Rashomon” unfolds its narrative along
two contrasting ethical lines: the “daylight” within the order and the “night” beyond
the order. Set in the fictional historical period of the Heian era, a low-ranking samu-
rai retainer was confronted with the dilemma of “starving to death” or “becoming a
robber.” To be specific, his hesitation to make a decision was due to the constraints
of his ethical identity as a samurai and his sentimental personality. At this time,
on the Rashomon gate in a chaotic world, the retainer encountered an old woman

plucking hair from dead bodies. This sparked off a confrontation with the retainer
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believing plucking hair from the dead an unforgivable “evil,” while the old woman
argued that survival justified any means. Inspired by this, the retainer committed
the violent act of stripping the old woman of her clothes, officially descending into
“evil.” However, this “evil” disrupted the old order from the outside and recon-
structed a new ethical framework, thereby achieving a “transformation” of ethical
cognition, and thus a new life.
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