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Title: Jude’s Ethical Choice and Identity Construction in Jude the Obscure

Abstract: Jude the Obscure, the last full-length novel written by Thomas Hardy,
describes Jude’s ethical choice to move from the countryside to the city in pursuit
of his ideals and the process of the identity transformation from farmer to industrial
worker. According to the main concepts of ethical literary criticism, the path of life
is the process of constantly constructing new ethical identities and making ethical
choices. Jude’s attempts to construct a cross-class ethical identity through self-
education, aspiring to become a university student or enter the priesthood, and his
endeavor to establish an ethical identity as a free man through marriage with Sue,
who ardently pursues freedom, were ultimately unsuccessful due to their incongruity
with the prevailing ethical milieu of late Victorian society. Jude’s ethical choices
pose a challenge to the decadent education system and hypocritical marriage system
of that era, while also serving as a critique of the capitalist system’s suppression of
talent. Through Hardy's narration and commentary on Jude’s failed ethical decision,



524 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 8, No. 3, September 2024

readers can gain a critical understanding of the nature of the late Victorian social
system and find guidance for making appropriate ethical choices in their own lives.
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