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Title: A Thematic Study of the Poetry in Brushstrokes

Abstract: Brushstrokes is a British Chinese bilingual literary magazine started up in
the mid-1990s. Launching from 1995 to 2004, it has published 28 issues with nearly
1,000 pages and more than 900,000 words in content. Brushstrokes has a wide range
of themes, genres and authorship. This article deliberates on more than 150 Chinese
and English poems published in Brushstrokes, inquiring their major themes, literary
value and historical significance. It finds that these poems shared themes of diaspora
adversity, racial discrimination, and Chinese identification, and the poets are mainly
grassroots Chinese diasporas; the poets’ identity background, writing language and
diaspora situation endow their poetry with a unique style to represent history, and
such realistic-poetic writings are closely interlinked with the historical situations of
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China and Britain as well as the relation between the two countries in history. These
poems provide us with precious historical materials to understand the real living
conditions of the British Chinese. Due to the scant output of research on the British
Chinese in the field of either Overseas Chinese Literature or Overseas Chinese
Studies, Brushstrokes poetry deserves extensive attention and full research with its
unique and important significance in both literature and history.
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values in literature and history
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2 &I Gregor Benton and Edmund Terence Gomez, The Chinese in Britain, 1800-Present: Economy,

Transnationalism, Identity, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008, 240-243.
3 HETAA (BRI 1E7R.



538 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2023

HEK. (KEHE) ERMUEESRENOR I, NERMETREE SN R
SRR T B0t okl EIAME AT AL, 0 AR N SE R
E=, HEZErLgE “KISE”  (RSE s 28) , HAIRIEEIMEN
SCEF AR, Rk, CREE) XIEE NSO T Z MG ME N A AURE
MEERE . RMKLCRE NN CREE) MR R H, ARG
NXF CREHE) PRl T BB L8 7. AR (REHE) ik, RER
FLHR 8, SCFEMMERIISE =

E28MAZ G,  (REHE) TR T 54 ICEFR. 1049 i, =
Rl D) ARTR25E . RISORE R A28, GRREE. Mk
B REDAES P, BRERS. NSOy AR = A F /85
RIS

—. BREAE

(REE) REirdins 75 A ROUTRE . WRAEEAF 0L
o BT A ERR:, AR MNARFE TR (D JHRME AL .
AL N IR Pl R aL, R EZ R AL A B A2 51 55 514 |
il L AL PR D 52t A 90 Pl A N R I BIAT 3 SR BRI . IR B S AE (R
&) WA AR TR R, K, R . SRS
B, DUFERIEAE S, MAEILERMTL? BENFARK” (BRE4 . X
AT AR SR AR MO L T S B R AR R TR B A AN
PEVEAE 7 A 52

HEBUON BRI, A EIREIE: CRamE, P
AT, —IAIFREE, AR ZlE T AAE AN R O A AGE
TROEZEFIER . “EARMR, RREEEL" ZMEENgEY, mwns
“CEZEIN, —RMEYER, BEBOKAR, BEEEARNT KRS R N
e, A RE AT “OufIARL” , KRB “Kzigx, CHENSH, #TE
W57 (300 . B, WIHEZ MEEREE 2 o RAHIE 2 (05,
S MR, AR R ANER], A RE4RSE R E M 2 “JF B/ E
M, —WE, —B2R” G0 dhT kR

KPERFIEE RREZRZHE, MNRLEARK, B RIE R
N, HAMEEFASE, 7 EATR R S, MR E 7RI ]
ACREI o W UL P R AR AR RO R P L, A TR X E
D 3 [ A NS I B DR S 8 . AR — B (] B, e AR IR e 3 [
MR TR LR TR IR . HRDe B R W58 W BU# IE 2 0 2201 22804 A0AT
REEENIRE, LH90%M N NFRESAN AT L. s E201H 20
Q0FARI N FI 3 & HHfE 0 R, 53.8% 4 N I3 1 536.8% 146 N 2otk TAE



A Thematic Study of the Poetry in Brushstrokes / Xiao Chunduan | 539

WEREWME, " (CEFHE) hCEE “PALACE” IER&BHX 8K —
B, A, HRIMEEE TARBEREMM TR L, M2l &mEs
BHREIRD T “PALACE” &7 [H ) & FL A s WL B IE 4, fEIX 4L
AR IARTEF, R A BWREE T — A8 a9 E 1 244 N HHR 2T 1
WMHEOEE.  “7EPALACE, —/MNE[EpHEEWE, RAMBmESEFE (38,
FRERIRRS , — ANl T AT S R B AR 1 AR N HHR A FIE R BRAR K . T
“PALACE” B N EE L.

PALACE, RAUAE—AP 2480 4 F
ST ST —FPITIT

— APtk

— I LB E R

— B A

€A — AP 4L

— P55

— NRIZE A 4R

— Y RIEE A EMK (38)

RE, FARESNHILRIL B O 5 9L H )5 B 2 B Il sedT o
PR AAE A BBV S 2 R IR A . B IREIE 5 BAETUNR ZE0K, fFEA
REEW. “BAEGRNE” o “BAEERR” B 7 NFRY TS
5] SR 2 R SR, T “kim . R IE R R A BRI LR S
A TXPREEBLSE, WANEAER, BRIPEERATR “HEL”
NE, RSB BRI B

REM K
eIy
PP AR AR AT 04 i
[RE X

KK 4T

i 36 5 2 0 B bk

&k FLELA AT

Bk F AR R e (38)

1 Z0EH: GESMEANTRET) , PEEE: BB FE AIRAR, 19984, %
30771,



540 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2023

CURTERRIR Y L R L MU ER CREDT 5 “RR 7 TR RGR I
b, XA B R IS S BRI R 2 2, e AT IR S AR “ORTRL
K70 CHREEELEL” i R B ek, RAE T AT OB, HIX—
BARM “FH7 RS, ANEAE, ERITMA. mlse S AR 5K
AR A A ANAE B AT A, “AiaiRTTIER” EARIEE RN
P XA AT A S AR R ARSI

JUR R &) A s pd e &
S X R AR

LR, HFER K
BBLLH) 7 9 W AR B
ik B T (38)

FERX AP ROy M T3 2 0 (B 0 55 7R b, 1 N8 2 S it
SROHKIAR, AR EEER - HEZRE, RARTJLR “Ed”
MR AL “FLfR” B A a” o 8 R MRRMEEE, —T7
AL T B30 KR, B AR ROt 45 i (R I R IE d— 4, B N B R
ERENEREWCR . RN, BRE 7 RN R, FOYER T “3®-” M
$, WANSKEEAEC, EAlRTHES. REAEC. 1 “HiEat”,
SKbr Bt X B ORI RS0 # RAT S F AT o XEE KRR K 547 A
A, BUEE O BERRSKKY ? X g R B AR B SRS AE SR T
RRARE IR

hEEAA R CRTHET BT 2, CREE) RETrinth
& BT T o RETRRET A I EE SR, ORIE TR AT BLSE A
WSR2 R WEERBRTAN, BZEHE, SO0RF, Efb
IR E AL R 7 — AU A EIE R AT I T

—. FhiREAR
(REFE) Wl — M SR MIREA, XEFRRZEHAELS
M, THEHAEREERAE, KR EEENET, £ -FELHN R
(“Faces”) MR, FEABEKY (Ka-Ming Pang) Hif:

PR R LR D S
F it Bk 2B IR
Yok 248 4 G &
Jm Uk F 49 PR
W I 1 8 AR R



A Thematic Study of the Poetry in Brushstrokes / Xiao Chunduan | 541

KAEGZET (28) ]

ERERGNAT, A R M AR” BIE T A B L EEE
“HR FREFE CPREEIR” REWA, BER, R R —BERITAN, UH
ST NIRAE) “ZHRIN, 0 AR” MR EEE AT N “BREE
R 2 P8 77 0 2R 5 NG H 2 A BN B — N LR 2R BN 5, iR oA Z 78 77 %
N A BR () B SE R R T o AR EAR DA I M, ED R R IR —
Ab, AT CBREEAR” AR U7 NIRRT AR A S S ARRAE, X S A2
AR T N DU E 4> 2 ARCE R e NI 377, B8 0 3K — ZI AR B R 1 5 2
W, “HEFRERREAE 5/ Qb B 22 BRI 7 R IE 2“7 X H 5 Ak
k. YR N A NS B — PR N —— IR A /N DR, SRl it 5
PG5 NS 2R 5 NBREE AR 1 L, 480 7 9 6] A 8 N A 90 6] 52 5 A0 g g s
FHRCST T MG BN e NIE BRI 5 o IR 2 RN TR 7 AR B, 6 N A
AR R . BESEPAT N IR BIRLA SRR FL M) “AR”, BAARIC, )
AT, CEITORIRES /RABRAERE T AR T R AAH B, T DA
HELVRH &, RS E ek EEH T N . XA TR AR5 A LA
PR AR AE 2 5 N ZUBR ED SR 52 T, AR 1 0 [ A2 A0 LA AR 22 4 15
AN o

FEANTES — i “CHIC SRR (“Curses and Blessings”) A1, Kixf gL [H
TR SRR P DR i o 2 ILAS S I B S 50 SRS e X BRI R

2
n

J&A
HFdmit

Gl T ARG BAL

B ARAAR TP A A AL (28) 7

B =
A
B
s &

RE RN B WA E ST STk, AE B Bk B R A
. “IIiXER” BATH EREEMRERK E 5, HRAHEMEMF, &
2 HAREE X T, HIUR T 5. X B N AT & T E R Y
HEEU, “IERES WHRE T MR EE . R AR
FHSE, £ “IR” KBRS “37 1 “2BAL7 haR “2e” 1, AMUA

1 JR#F/Z: See my world/ through slits for eyes/ imprisoning me behind/ such narrow confines/ open
your eyes/ I think you’re going blind. Z& A J LRI SCRESCE NEH TR, N AR,
2 JiiRFsg: fortune for your entire family/ “hum gar foo gwai”/ literal translation would say/ they mean

the same thing/ safe in your ignorance/ feel blessed when you’re cursed.
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1 Ji#FZ: She loaded up that baby/ To have a bit of fun./ Her thoughts, they came a’ tumbling/ As
she commenced to drive:/ They’d been screwing with her mind,/ She’s gonna fix their lives.

2 JRiFR: Jimmy saw her coming/ And thought it was a game./ He pulled a Bruce Lee stance;/ She
thought it very lame./ She screwed her Chinese eyes,/ Spoke soft and did not shout./ “Now if you’d had
more brains./ I wouldn’t blast them out.”/ She pulled the trigger twice;/ They hit him in the head./ “Well
there I shouldn't wonder,/ I think he's rather dead.”
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1 Jii#FZ: The crumpled bodies mounted, / It seemed she wouldn’t stop:/ Cold sanity drove her on
and on/ Till someone called the cops./ The news reporters all arrived;/ She dropped the gun for them to
see./ So this is what it takes, she said, / To get a yellow face on prime-time TV.

2 JERFSE: Right there on the spot/ They asked for an interview./ “I didn't want to do this;/ Let me
put across some facts.”/ She didn’t get too far though:/ Damn FBI shot her in the back. (3R Z#E) 7
TR B, R AT A Nl R e . RATAE “FBI” $8AUE %L, W WZTrRIm
3 NP S K YN s
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1 I William Shakespeare, et al. Hamlet, New Haven and London: Yale UP, 2003, 106.
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