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Abstract: Variation theory is one of the original viewpoints put forward by China’s
comparatist Cao Shunqing. This shows that comparative literature studies, especial-
ly the study of Chinese-Western comparative literature, is no longer just a pursuit of
convergence, but also an exploration of the differences between different national
literatures. In this respect, Chinese literature and Western literature belong to two
completely different cultural traditions, and the gap between languages is more than
similarities, so the comparative study should seek its heterogeneity. Of course, we
cannot deny that there is still a certain degree of convergence between different
national literatures, but in this sense, especially for Chinese and Western literature,
the convergence is only relative, heterogeneity is absolute. The emergence of the
theory of variation would point to a possible new direction for international com-
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parative literature studies, which is currently considered in crisis. This is also Cao
Shunqing’s contribution, as a Chinese comparatist, to the cross-cultural comparative
literature studies.
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1 2, Lawrence Venuti, Translation Changes Everything: Theory and Practice, London and New York:
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