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Title: Tropics of Discourse around Ethics: A Criticism of Hayden White’s Historical
Poetics

Abstract: Hayden White’s contends that history is “a practical past” and a narrative
truth. Tropics of discourse, mainly including metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche and
irony, is the main mechanism of historiography and its interpretation. White pushes
fact collection raised by positivism and representation proposed by constructionism
to fact choosing and its value pre-setting. Meanwhile, White pushes horizontal
power net study set by Foucault to eventualized semantic net vertically controlled
by reading time difference. The axis of the tropics of discourse is ethics and then,
literature and history reach a consensus at ethical level by employing linguistic
strategies. Hayden White’s historical poetics, as a kind of historical allegory
concentrating on ethics, provides a perspective to understand the ongoing hot issues
such as the discrepancies among fiction, forgery and nihilism in historical literature.
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