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A Study on the Fornication Between Lancelot and
Guinevere in Idylls of the King from the Perspective of
Ethical Literary Criticism
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Abstract: The love affair between Lancelot and Guinevere is one of most famous
events in Arthurian romances, and is also an important event in Idylls of the King.
In the long poem, the fornication of the two is the leading ethical knot, which not
only breaches monarch-subject ethics, but also breaks marital ethics. Meanwhile,
the fornication breaches chivalric love ethics. Consequently it gives rise to ethical
confusion, and produces various abominable results, so that it becomes the most
important cause of the fall of Arthur Dynasty. The reason why the fornication
between Lancelot and Guinevere causes so large harm is both related to their ethical
identity and related to Sphinx factor. That is to say, it results from celebrity negative
effect, as well as the result of animal factor overwhelming human factor. The tragedy
gives us a very truthful message that while stepping toward the ideal kingdom, there
should be not only laws and rites, but also notabilities’ exemplary observance, by



A Study on the Fornication Between Lancelot and Guinevere / Zhang Chengjun | 689

which people are guided step by step into the realm of beauty and good.
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