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Abstract: As one distinct work of Ian McEwan’s early short novels, “Solid 

Geometry” differs from the habitual subject pattern of concerning adolescents, 

children and young adults. Instead it discloses the radical phenomenon of 

worshiping science and technology by means of anti-utopian scientific and 

technological ethics writing, and implicitly criticizes the hidden moral crisis. In 

virtue of three “death” events of different narrative layers and different types, 

“Solid Geometry” demonstrates the ever-lasting disordered ethics in terms of social 

relations, friend relations and conjugal relations in the form of allegory. The death 

of Hunter is a rebellion against the materialized academic ethics, the death of “M” 
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is an accusation to the dying of friendship ethics, and the death of “my wife” is a 

heavy attack to the collapsing family ethics. By constructing three seemingly “tender 

and mild” but virtually “shocking and scary” “folding” tragedies, “Solid Geometry” 

forth the construction of harmonious life ethics orders.

Keywords: death; allegory; Ian McEwan; “Solid Geometry”; scientific and 

technological ethics

Authors:  is University Distinguished Professor and Professor at 

China), specializing in English and American Literature, literary translation, English 

education, and higher education (Email: yjguo2006@gmail.com); Liu Xianghui, 

is Associate Professor at the School of Foreign Languages, Xuchang University 

(Xucahng 461000, China), and a doctoral candidate of English Literature at the 

specializing in English and American Literature (Email: 93614305@qq.com) .

Wells 250 Ian McEwan, 1948-

Ian Macabre

First Love, Last Rites, 1975

literature of shock 23

4-5

300

“Solid Geometry”

Malcolm 21



474 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 3, September 2021

31

M

18 19

“

” “ ” “ ”

“M”

 

14 1870

1870

“



475The Allegory of “Folding” Death / Guo Yingjian & Liu Xianghui

”

 16-20

“ ”

intellectual rationality formal rationality

16-17

57

8

6



476 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 3, September 2021

62

249

M

4 M

6

M”

“M”

 10

 10

“M”

“M”

“M”

“M”



477The Allegory of “Folding” Death / Guo Yingjian & Liu Xianghui

“M”

137-

138

 21

“M”

“M”

“M” “M”

“M”

“M” “M”

“M”

“M”

“M”

“M”



478 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 3, September 2021

 80

 580

 

63

“ ”

 106

 33

“ ”

——

 39

 24

 25



479The Allegory of “Folding” Death / Guo Yingjian & Liu Xianghui

 28

1870

“M”



480 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 3, September 2021

2003

[Bauman, Zygmunt. Postmodern Ethics. Trans. Zhang Chenggang. Nanjing : Jiangsu People Publishing, 

2003.]

1999

[Habermas J.. Technology and Science as Ideology. Trans. Li Li and Guo Guanyi. Shanghai: Xuelin 

Press, 1999.]

6 (2018): 39-43

Mediation.” Studies in Dialectics of Nature 34.6 (2018): 39-43.]

6 (1998): 24-28

[Lan Chun. “Ian McEwan and His Writings.” Foreign Literature 6 (1998): 24-28.]

10 (2013): 103-106

of Feinberg’s critical theory of technology.” Seeker 10 (2013): 103-06.]

6 2000

289-300

Amsterdam by Ian McEwan.” World 

Literature 6 (2000) 289-300.]

Malcolm, David. Understanding Ian McEwan.Columbia: U of South Carolina P, 2002

2006



481The Allegory of “Folding” Death / Guo Yingjian & Liu Xianghui

[Marcuse, Herbert. One Dimensional Man. Trans. Liu Ji. Shanghai: Shanghai Translation Publishing 

House, 2006.]

2

2009

[Marx, Carl. ”Speech at Anniversary of The People’s Paper.” Marx/Engels Collected Works (volume II). 

Trans. Central Compilation and Translation Bureau. Beijing: People’s Publishing house, 2009.]

· 2018

[McEwan, Ian. First Love, Last Rites. Trans. Pan Pa. Shanghai: Shanghai Translation Publishing House, 

2018.]

· 2017  

[Morgenthau, Hans. Scientific Man vs. Power Politics. Trans. Yang Jiping. Shanghai: Shanghai 

Translation Publishing House, 2017.]

6 (2011): 1-13

[Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Ethical Choice and Sphinx Factor .” Foreign Literature 

Studies 33.6 (2011): 1-13.]

—— 1 (2010): 12-22

[—. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Its Fundaments and Terms .” Foreign Literature Studies 32.1 (2010): 

12-22.]

—— 5 (2017): 26-34

[—. “The Forming Mechanism of Brain Text and Brain Concept in Theory of Ethical Literary 

Criticism.” Foreign Literature Studies 39. 5 (2017): 26-34.]

“ ”, 

40.3 (2018): 30-42

[Shang Biwu. “An Ethical Interpretation of Unnatural Narrative: The Foetus Narrator and Its Brian Text 

in Ian McEwan’s Nutshell.” Foreign Literature Studies 40.3 (2018): 30-42.]

2007

[Wang Jian. Ethical Stipulation for Modern Technology. Shenyang: Northeastern UP, 2014.]

2016

[Wang Xuechuan. The Value Conflict of Scientific and Technological Ethics and Its Resolution. 

Hangzhou: Zhejiang UP, 2016.]

1 2010

[Weber, Max. Economy and Society (volume I). Trans. Yan Kewen. Shanghai: Shanghai People Press, 

2010. ]

Wells, L. Ian McEwan[G]//Shaffer, B. W. The Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction. Malden: 

Wiley-Blackwell 2011

2013

[Wu Xiaoyan. Construction and Deconstruction of Scientific Utopianism. Beijing: China Social 



482 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 5, No. 3, September 2021

Sciences Press, 2013.]

2013

[Yang Huaizhong. Ethical Retrospection of Modern Science and Technology. Beijing: Higher Education 

Press, 2013.]

2008 8 4-6

Writer Magazine. no. 8, 2008, pp. 4-6.]

 2 (2002): 79-82

Journal of Northeastern University (Social 

Science) 4 .2 (2002): 79-82.]

2012

[Zhou Libin. Lukacs’ Materialization Theory and its Evolution. Beijing: China Social Sciences Press, 

2012.]


