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Abstract: As one distinct work of [an McEwan’s early short novels, “Solid
Geometry” differs from the habitual subject pattern of concerning adolescents,
children and young adults. Instead it discloses the radical phenomenon of
worshiping science and technology by means of anti-utopian scientific and
technological ethics writing, and implicitly criticizes the hidden moral crisis. In
virtue of three “death” events of different narrative layers and different types,
“Solid Geometry” demonstrates the ever-lasting disordered ethics in terms of social
relations, friend relations and conjugal relations in the form of allegory. The death
of Hunter is a rebellion against the materialized academic ethics, the death of “M”
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is an accusation to the dying of friendship ethics, and the death of “my wife” is a
heavy attack to the collapsing family ethics. By constructing three seemingly “tender
and mild” but virtually “shocking and scary” “folding” tragedies, “Solid Geometry”
not only expresses the accusation to the scientific paranoiacs, but silently poses a
question of how to solve the crisis of scientific and technological ethics, and calls
forth the construction of harmonious life ethics orders.
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