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The Unity of Knowing and Doing: An Exploration
of Nadine Gordimer’s Burger’s Daughter from the
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Title: The Unity of Knowing and Doing: An Exploration of Nadine Gordimer’s
Burgers Daughter from the Perspective of Ethical Literary Criticism

Abstract: Burger s Daughter is one of the most important novels written by Nadine
Gordimer, a famous writer in South Africa. The novel cites Wang Yangming’s
theory of “knowing and doing,” and describes the protagonist Rosa’s exploration of
herself, including her identity crisis, ethical dilemma and ethical choice. At the end
of the novel, Rosa ends her exile and returns to South Africa to take an active part
in revolution. Her ethical choice is of great significance to the realization of political
justice in South Africa in the era of apartheid. It embodies Gordimer’s courage
and responsibility, and it also reflects the educational function of serious realistic
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