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Title: Benjamin’s Reading on Baudelaire: From Foucauldian Genealogy of Ethics

Abstract: In The Use of Pleasure, the second volume of The History of Sexuality
published in 1984, Michel Foucault turns to the study of the genealogy of ethics,
suggesting that it is possible to read Walter Benjamin’s work on Baudelaire as
a contribution. With the lens of the four elements of Foucauldian ethics (ethical
substance, ethical practice, mode of subjectivation and telos), this article attempts
to excavate Benjamin’s writings on Baudelaire and the Paris arcades. It indicates
that Baudelaire’s artistic work is a typical self “€thopoi€sis” in Benjamin’s reading:
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The ethical substance is the lack of desire, the ethical practice is the asceticism of
dandyism, the mode of subjectivation is the melancholy and anger, and the telos is to
create an ethic-poetic life that integrates truth and experience, which is ultimately to
create an ethical art related to the way of living in the current society. Baudelaire’s
ethical art is a typical practice of ethical literary criticism, whose ethical choice lies
in the construction of the literary didactic subject and the struggle of heroism, with
the purpose of exerting the social criticism and ethical didactic function of literary
work.
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BRI S S A AU T O A — R ARG YRR 7 (327 . B
HE, WS RANE T MR SEE AR T, M EEARSEEE M
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TEMEBSHERIER. KL, #F5HATHEEL -MARAERIEA,
e HERACH BRI XM BERBES0EHMAEFRT B E
PR AR G, FEIREE L b, R — MRS e R SR, R — PP EEE E A
IR, BARAT B A “ bk - 20 7 5 “A8 3 - 75227 (ethic-poetic) , “'&
=¥ B I (aletheia) #48 M (éthos) B — 30 K” (Foucault, Ethics:
Subjectivity and Truth 209)

ik, BEaf50REAREZ . SRR EMEDIHE. H
5 AR LSRR R AR A AE, M m i HAHNSE — 2S5 8
WA T E LR SRR (R 2 i A se ) AR TR AL, S AR AR A
LAt n = s A IR CRTER,  CRBERISCEDY 138) o BN HERI
ANFEHIR (Erkenntnis) , T 2 A (Wahreit) : FIRZT LS HIF2IA,
MmEBNAT R, EMAREY R RREIE, A0 )5 W]
DAL RE (VR i, SISV S A, AR IR AR i SO AN FT L RE I ( (&5
53 Z) 360) . HIZ &M AL K ER R . M E T, BRI
AR E] N AR s oy — MR ———Fh B LI9SR K B dig . R, O
TESEIR AR U5 B RS 5 B Tk, HEBAE TR R,
M2 E B E 2 7E 3 i Emikit 2 b andk—k, e DURK T B3 DL
WA TR E. HERRAFRER 2 HEGEENAESNIRIE, H
FAE P FEARAAL A2 RAE P A RN, T ME DLRAE I B, X — HEAS 1A
PR B IARE A i A5 -

FEIXA R b, PRAESIORAG B S BRI B AR e B R HAH—— A
KA ER A ST AR X i 58 = B2 AMA S 56 1 R 5 0
) —8rZIEME & b, MM RFE R AT — FLA A e 2.
fiuk B FOARES o JdaIX AT 3, ik s B N IR A AR 22 50 A1 2 TR 553 1)
WA (multitude) ' 5iX— AN BB i FeAlR:, A A BT it 0 B
SRAERE, TEFTRL IR SRR, G — R B A HCh I Se S A0 BT Re
UL, AHEWIHE AR SR R “Abab iR 7 AR AL b B R
I IR - TXRE (1) P S5 R bR IRAR N e At S i e ” ( E
BHHe 69) .

g

PSR R A B R AR B DA B A 32 SO 2 W] S BT 2% 2R e A B At

1 A% (multitude) M 2 BT ROKRAS SRR AN T B, S5 o v R 32 SO AR AR A%
GG DI A, WAL R, DLAIRAT ARG, R
AR =+ oo ARG AR 2256 E LR T XL/ TR 20 A 80X — AFHIE I S s XA ——
AR MR Z——RILEE AEFMEG MIPA R, FHEL R, MIEXHEGE T
ATE SR AER BRI T 0. 7 5 WRD « 4eR T GERRIEE: IREFT R
FORE, BESEIBIE, 2017 £, & 42-44 T,
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Hl, B SCHRIEN EH I, MBS ICAACH DI RERI R B, X% Rl A
MISCAE B AP SC R . IEMSE 2 B JR GIPESR 1, “ ORI T ARIR R
B2 K CFIOTERER ), B A B E ST, RIS
wWIhhe, BAEWMME . SCHRHE SR AR, B E R A
BB DIREREAE”  GEEE 71 o (S BIARRT 0046 3 2 S HE AL i A 7
WO A SR 7K PR Bl B R R PT AR B PSR R B MR B A BERIR T 5
FOBE - PRIG 2 AR RF 50 2R, TR AR 5 28 1 A e S /R e A P S ek P 21
B, H R BRI EAR A SR A B R T RE -

SCFREAEE T R A AR ASMA. ASHERAEH
IREFEE IR R AT AT ), R 52 I SR A R AE B B, 23
PrC BRI KL REAMER, WAFR e B £ F R IEE RN, K
SCAMEEIIRE T GEBAI T o WX —MEEK, BHERRIFARR ZARE
N HRFAU ) & U EA, T 3 e A PR i) 47 20 e B Foin BA
FOflfE, B2 DUCHE AR ZIE M A3z b, T2 O A g
1 e B A A 5T K DA A 9 2R AE B R AR AR TG OB 4. IX 2 — i
Bk $E, RAAEFFEMSHETY A S EES 0N, AR L, &
BEE B AR 58 PR B B PO AT O R 3E 3, R NI B AR R A
ik GERERITD) o EARTEREER, BRERROCEIERETECFH0E
EAR SOy IR R AR HE T SCRI DTS Al 55 Bkt B O e T BUACTE R 7 i 2
2T, VISR IACTER EAH, PR —HEMR S T H R EARER
2y PAESRME B R AR, A QMBS R, BB B
i e FLRE M 2 1t o
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