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Abstract: “New Women” in the modern period of Joseon symbolized newness and
change, but, at the same time, badness and destruction as well. The modern period
in Joseon took a double stance toward new women by welcoming them on the one
hand, and by guarding against, and even controlling them, on the other. Two stories,
Kyeong-hee by Na Hye-seok and Biography of Kim Yeon-sil by Kim Dong-in, both
treat New Women in the modern period of Joseon, but the two women are very
different, even opposite, from each other. The praises for new women demonstrated
a passionate yearning for modernity emerging at the time. However, new men of the
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modern period in Joseon revealed a double attitude of welcoming the new women
and being cautious about their appearance. They even wanted to suppress the
women. Male intellectuals of the modern Joseon, including Kim Dong-in, refused
to accept new women based on the patriarchal ethics that made them hesitant about
sharing with women the power to be attained through new learning. Critical stances
of the people of Joseon toward new women were related to traditional ethical
expectation of women’s chastity and to the fear that women could learn to play a
major role in consumption.
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