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Abstract: In North and South Elizabeth Gaskell describes the conflicts and
integration of agricultural civilization in the south and industrial civilization in the
north by featuring the traditional model of the contrast between country and city.
This article takes the approach of Ethical Literary Criticism, showing the changes
of ethical relations and ethical conflicts in the process of the transformation from
agricultural civilization to industrial civilization through three ethical choices
of Thornton from the son of a failed businessman to the open-minded factory
owner and the identity construction of Margaret from country to city. The new
ethical relationship based on trade while fulling of warmth between Thornton
with sympathy and responsibility and workers is a product of the combination of
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traditional ethics and the economic relationship in industrial society. Margaret’s
participation in industrial activities with business ideas as a creditor not only shows
that industrial civilization has an irreversible development trend compared with
agricultural civilization but also conveys a cultural vision of the combination of
morality and wealth.
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o6 2R 2 0 R By, 22 7 AR IR i i e 2 BB A 1) — A SRR . AE
PR INRF RIS T, J0E TR 05 AP0 5 TNFEMT T g )2
fifi EAR RSO, I P SEBRAT BN 0 T NIRRT . SRR 2445 2 A% 4y
AR B8 e SCHF IR0 T B fa b, R A s i dn i N, e =
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FAEHEHLPF IR 248) , R RHYURBIERITI T BIBS, AET
TEH HETE R AR

B9 7 AR G ST R IO F AR T RE X AL 7 Tl ST AN RIBE SR 2 1 Tl
SCHHEED B VR TR 2 WIS S5 8. Tk ST Rt et 1 4k
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=B AHEEZN, BT 2 MR AR 2T =, AT AR IR AR
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B 2 HIARA, B 2 RF R . 28 AT 51 K K P
A RN R 7 IR fe & AR 7 T b 0 AL B3 2 ), “ A R A e AN
WM TEBNEF " (457) , SR AEFAB I SGE 7 ZRE U FAT I
B REEIER.
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