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Abstract: 

myth expresses the earliest distinction between automaton and man, technology and 

divine power, living and non-living. Through investigating various versions of the 

Talos myth the article argues that the narrative of Talos’ agency and feelings marks 

a divergence from the conception of the relationship between human and automata 

envisioned by Plato and Aristotle. In their pondering of self-moving statues made 
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by Hephaestus and Daedalus, they come to the agreement on the link between 

artificial life and slavery. Their narrative of automaton-slave becomes dominant 

in medieval and modern conception of automata. Rediscovering the ethical 

the distinction between automaton and man in ancient Greek culture. 
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