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Abstract: Ethical Literary Criticism regards literature as a manifestation form of 

a profound interpretation and an objective ethical elaboration of literary texts. 

and historical meaning. This paper applies ethical literary criticism to interpreting 

the female images in Shakespeare’s four tragedies, analyzing their process of 

ethical selection and the highlighted moral values, etc. The study reveals the moral 

implications to us, deepens our understanding of literature’s function to instruct and 

provides reference in the construction of ethical and moral order. 
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