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Title: On the Methodological Value of Ethical Literary Criticism

Abstract: Since the establishment of ethical literary criticism, most scholars have
employed its ideas and arguments to explore its rationality or problems. However,
the value of ethical literary criticism is not only in the theory or criticism itself,
but also in the methodological value of its theoretical construction. Analyzed in
the perspective of methodology, many of the controversies on the theory may not
exist and at least the initial intention of ethical literary criticism can be deeper
understood. Based on Prof. Nie Zhenzhao’s article published on Social Science
in China, the present article begins with the basis of presenting the question, and
studies the objectivity of the function of the literary text, brain texts, and the ethics
and inclusiveness of the form. It aims to find out the reasons for presenting ethical
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literary criticism, and to reveal its methodological value and some problems to be
thought about, so as to offer valuable reference to the literary theory construction
in China.
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