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Title: Ethical Roots of Terrorism in the Pre-9/11 Novel Players

Abstract: As a reflection of the American social situation in the pre-9/11 era,
DeLillo’s Players predicts the occurrence of terrorism with great wisdom. With
the theme closely related to the ethical dimension of literature, the novel becomes
a representative which reflects the ethical environment of the society and predicts
the spread of terrorism. Through the depiction of the journey through which
ordinary white-collar workers become terrorists, DeLillo reveals the absence of
ethical consciousness of the American public and the abandon of their ethical
identity, highlights the situation of collapsed ethical orders and ethical chaos, and
implies the distorted ethical environment of the whole country. Players is not only
a real-life depiction of the violence in the pre-9/11 era, but also a foreseeing of the
terrorism that happened in the World Trade Center. It provides a good example for
readers to reflect on history and understand terrorism from the perspective of ethics.
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