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Abstract: Things Fall Apart presents us a fascinating picture about the local 

we can not only find well-organized religious, administrative and legislative 

structures which abide by the traditional ethic order, but also harmony between 

the locals. However, because of the encroaching effect of Christianity backed by 

violence, the traditional society and its ethic order disintegrated. While ascribing 

the breaking-up of the traditional society to the invasion of the white people, 

contributed to the breadth, density and tension of the story. This paper holds that 

However, he encounters an ethical dilemma concerning the construction of 

alternative ethnic ethic relationships after falling victim to the rhetoric of Western 



Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

modernity.

Key words: Things Fall Apart; nostalgia; community; ethnic ethics; ethical 

dilemma

Author: He Weihua is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the 

China). He is also the Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Foreign Language and Literature 

Research. His research interests include Western literary theory, comparative 

literature and ethnic literature (E-mail: whua_he@163.com).

 —— 

G. D. Killam

1

1

1



99Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

17 restorative 

nostalgia

49

Falola 

20



100 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

1

20 30

1944 Nnamdi 

The National Council of Nigeria 

and the Cameroons
2 1960

secondary resistance
3

1 C. L. Innes, Chinua Achebe

2 Toyin Falola and Matthew M. Heaton, A History of Nigeria

3 Culture and Imperialism



101Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

1

Home and Exile 

Mister Johnson

1974

-

69

2

Emenyonu xx

1 C. L. Innes, Chinua Achebe Chinua 

Achebe and the Politics of Narration

2 C. L. Innes, Chinua Achebe (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990) 21.



102 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

133

9

1 Rudyard Kipling

Lindfors 29

Lindfors 29

141

1

2009



103Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

Home and Exile 3



104 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

140



Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger

1

The Trouble with Nigeria 

11

1 Dennis Walder. Postcolonial Nostalgias: Writing, Representation, and Memory

Routledge, 2010) 22.



106 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

bend

Lindfors 11

130

 47

Arrow of God



107Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

134

Lindfors 

67

 

233

Ode Ogede

23

Lindfors 66

Ogede 21



Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 4, No. 3, September 2020

Works Cited
The Trouble with Nigeria

—. Home and Exile. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2000.

2009

Things Fall Apart. Trans. Gao Zongyu. Chongqing: Chongqing Publishing House, 

2009.]

2009

[—. Anthills of the Savannah

2011

[—. Arrow of God. Trans. Chen Xiaoli and Hong Cuihui. Chongqing: Chongqing Publishing House, 

2011.]

2014

[—. The Education of a British-Protected Child. Trans. Zhang Chunmei. Haikou: Nanhai Publishing 

Company, 2014.]

2014

[—. No Longer at Ease. Trans. Ma Qunying. Haikou: Nanhai Publishing Company, 2014.]

The Future of Nostalgia

Emenyonu, Ernest N. The Rise of the Igbo Novel

Falola, Toyin and Matthew M. Heaton. A History of Nigeria

The American Historical 

Review



109Rewriting History and Ethnic Ethics in Things Fall Apart / He Weihua

Reading Chinua Achebe: Language & Ideology in Fiction

1991.

Innes, C. L. Chinua Achebe. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990.

Killam, G. D. The Writings of Chinua Achebe. London: Heinemann, 1977.

Conversations with Chinua Achebe

- 2001

Postcolonial Criticism

2001.]

1 2010 12-22.

[Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Its Fundaments and Terms.” Foreign Literature Studies 

1(2010): 12-22.]

Ogede, Ode. Achebe and the Politics of Representation

Ethics and Nostalgia in the Contemporary Novel

Wren, Robert M. Achebe’s World: The Historical and Cultural Context of the Novels of Chinua Achebe. 


