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Title: “He Ought to Be Made an Example of”: The Legal Writing and
Representation of Racial Conflict in The Colonel'’s Dream

Abstract: The Colonel’s Dream is the last novel published by Charles Chesnutt
before his death, but it is also one of the most direct and powerful works against
southern racism. After the abolition of slavery, the illusion of equality masks the
white hegemony and ethnic oppression. In his previous works, he attempts to change
the racial prejudice against blacks through the elevation of the whites. However,
in this novel he reflects on and criticizes the law itself by focusing on the unfair
treatment of blacks, hoping to arouse the attention of the whole society and strengthen
the supervision of legal practice, making changes in a more practical way.
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