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Title: Ethical Dilemma behind the Avant-garde Narrative: An Ethical Literary
Interpretation of Sheila Watson’s The Double Hook

Abstract: From the perspective of Ethical Literary Criticism, the avant-garde
narrative of Sheila Watson’s The Double Hook implicitly constructs multiple ethical
dilemmas: on the level of personal ethical dilemma, the protagonist James, like
Orestes in the Greek mythology, committed matricide, and he also violated such
ethical taboos as incest with his sister and abandoning his pregnant wife. On the
level of collective ethical dilemma, James’s matricide and escape were forgiven by
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the villagers at the expense of the rights and interests of the Other—the indigenous
women. Considering the Canadian ethical situation at that time and Watson’s
ethical anxiety regarding the condition of ethnic minorities, this paper demonstrates
Watson’s implicit criticism of the racial policies in Canada, and also reveals her
limitation in relieving the collective ethical dilemma through a happy ending. Such
ethical dilemma still remains in the present Canadian society, with lingering racial
discrimination against the indigenous people and other ethnic minorities. This
ethical literary interpretation provides a meaningful and insightful critique of the
treatment of the Canadian ethnic minorities in the mainstream society.
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1 See Leslie Monkman, “Coyote as Trickster in The Double Hook.” Canadian Literature 52 (1972): 71.
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1 See Darion Boyington and John A. Roberts, Indigenous Peoples in Canada (Toronto: Emond Pub-
lishing, 2017)135.
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