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Title: On the Aesthetic Value of Ethical Literary Criticism

Abstract: Is the basic function of literature edification or aesthetics? Is its basic
value ethics or aesthetics? These are controversial questions of importance. The
present article first challenges the presentation of the question, differentiates the
two layers of meaning of aesthetics, i.e. the intervention of the reader and the
mechanism of the text, then following Stolovich’s theory on the aesthetic value,
broadens ethical literary criticism’s interpretation on the edificatory function
of literature and its basic value, emphasizing the integration of edification and
aesthetics in literature. Different from social ethics; literary ethics is ethical
morality lifted by literary creation and it is universal. The edificatory function exists
not only in the content of its creation, but also in the artistic form of its text. In fact,
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it is the process of integrating edification in the artistic form that creates a certain
distance between the reader and the reality and enables the reader to be on the level
of aesthetic appreciation and to judge literary figures in a non-utilitarian way, and
provides the reader with the freedom of reading and endless space of interpretation
so as to truly realize the liberation of humanity. It is because of the same nature of
literary creation’s edificatory function and aesthetic function that literature truly has
the artistical value integrating the ethical value and the aesthetic value.
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