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Innovation in the Study of Bernard Shaw’s Plays:
A Review of The Ethical Expressions of Society and Politics:
A Study on George Bernard Shaw’s Plays

24 (Nie Zhenzhao)

NERE: (o530t hELRL: FHAREFAR) (ANEKLEE, AR
HHAL AR, 2019 £ 12 ) MEEER, UXFREFRITFARRTFT %, £
XA R b, FA% LR T X F MY &0 LI F 08 EE &P
WHENE, REHDR T F 1050 % R 0 1E WA BP0 3 B AN SR X
REFEEE, EABETHFUAREGHELERETALEAETA, BAX
FRBEIATLE T EMIEEH NI, RELEMTE, BET%, IFETL,
MEFH, TbRMNTE®EE, BRNFARFHEHONEAMERE, #HH
HRBWAHEIR, &% #0908 B 61 th IF A MR R, b Faan
MERBT —FAFWERMER, BT HEF AR FEAREAREX
Fo P EERARMET RN E L.

KR H2580E; WELRE; FEARE; 0 %E

EERIN: Z2 4, ML AKFMEFHHET, HIAFHRXFBEEAFHR
PO EE, RMNBFRAAER L, PXERBA (XFEFERFHE) (A&KHCI
Kok F4, EXFARBF (BREXFEAKRIE) (ESCLKE) HATES-
AXFERARELEALFAE “YRBEFREMLIFCRGEE, MRS
HR” [FME%E: 19ZDA292) th i 2

Title: Innovation in the Study of Bernard Shaw’s Plays: A Review of The Ethical
Expressions of Society and Politics: A Study on George Bernard Shaw's Plays

Abstract: Liu Maosheng’s new book The Ethical Expressions of Society and
Politics: A Study on George Bernard Shaw’s Plays (Published by People’s
Publishing House in 2019) offers a unique and innovative perspective to the
works of George Bernard Shaw by adopting Ethical Literary Criticism as the
analytical approach. Based on close reading, the book fully explores the ethical
values of Shaw’s plays against the backdrop of Victorian literature as a whole,
and systematically expounds the unique expression and richness of Shaw’s
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ethical ideals developed in his four phases of play writing, with a special focus on
interpretation of society and politics, two fundamental themes in Shaw’s plays,
and an emphasis on literature’s responsibility to reflect reality and its function to
educate readers. This books features structural integrity, vigorous logic, sufficient
textual evidence and innovative opinions, with both its analytical perspective and
the arguments and conclusion drawn being profoundly original. It’s a pioneering
work in the research of Shaw’s play writing which provides a brand-new approach
to the study of Shaw’s works and serves as successful research model to help us
better reflect on Shaw’s significant contribution to English Literature.
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