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Abstract: The interpretation of any literature theory is inseparable from the 

reciever’s subjectivity. The interpretive subject often manifests a certain aspect 

of the accepted theory according to his own needs, such as the acceptance of 

Bakhtin’s polyphonic novel theory. The Soviet literature and art circles in the 

period of “unfreeze literature” from 1950s to 1960s, the French semiotics turning 

to the period of deconstruction from later 1960s to early 1970s, and the Chinese 

academic circles in the period of Reform and Opening-up since early1980s, have 
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once conducted overinterpretation three times on Bakhtin’s polyphonic novel 

theory and especially stressed its “dialogism.” According to Bakhtin’s works and 

some historical material, “polyphony” and “dialogism” are actually perfomed 

within the conception of poetic, and “multi-voice” is inevitably subject to the 

theme of a certain literature. “Polyphonic” structure stems from the concept of 

“integration” of Orthodox Church, which means being integrated while remaining 

different. “Integration” should be regarded as the precondition and the theme in 

polyphonic structure. There exists no absolute “dialogism” as one makes a dialogue 

for the sake of “integration.” This paper tries to restore Bakhtin’s polyphonic novel 

theory in order to provide a valuable reference for understanding the theory and 

other Soviet-Russian literary theories of Bakhtin. 
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