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Abstract: Belgian novelist Amélie Nothomb’s Métaphysique des tubes focuses 

on the process of Amélie’s pursuit and choice of her ethical identity. The crash 

between Eastern and Western cultures leads to her identity crisis. The fusion and 

confrontation of the two cultures have made it possible to form an ambigous, di-

vided and unique identity of Amélie. In order to clear up her identity confusion, 

Amélie must face the reality, recognize herself as a multicultural identity, and make 

a painful choice of her ethical identity between Japanese and Belgian. Métaphy-

sique des tubes 

consciousness in a multi-cultured background. 
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