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Title: Ethical Anxiety and Ethical Teaching in Charles Kingsley’s The Water-Babies
Abstract: As one of the canonical literary works for children, Charles Kingsley’s
The Water-Babies not only demonstrates the protagonist’s growth, but also elu-
cidates the ethical significance in it. From the perspective of ethical literary criti-
cism, the paper examines the ethical problems Tom’s transformation from chimney
sweeper to a water baby, then from the water baby to the land baby, until his turn-
ing out to be a scientist. It contends that Kingsley discloses the ethical anxiety in
the form of fairy tale that Victorians had about the evolutionary theory. In his real
life, for the lack of rational will, Tom loses his human factors and turns into a soul-
less and degenerated being. After experiencing the evolutionary process ethical
teaching in the water and fantasy world, he finally completes his ethical choice and
gains his ethical identity as an Englishman.
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SCHITHEAG SRR T AR B, JERMBE AR M. 1E3CF 10
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FREIRY — 2 A G % s m G I SRR RS, O e S b B
MBS, FIM < 5EH QHERTEIRTE, ERKHCOH R B RshE > (%
el 69) o ZpiE S FUBURAAE Mk A R SCRME R RE— R LRI IS B, AN
RIRIC < BARIERRIE NS EAr FE RS AANR 7, « g T AIEHE S5AEY
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S WA RS B R 5 AR B AR ER, A N R % 313X — 3k
HA PR, PERDKTT R, AR B AP A A E, S0



130

P NRIL R . SR B A PR R, NSRRI K Eh — B AF
1B NVEDR 7 5 810 DR 7 B P R 5, NG 2252 3 P i B A PR 1 1)
2RISR G A S A0 B S B R SR AR AT S IR RS, B A S
CSRIEEMT, 24 25) o IR I Bl B 0 A FEAP R B2 EARER T 4E2 R
WX T NS0 AER: — 725 SR Btk EE, n—
7 T %o T [ N AR 4G BE 5 4y (R £ RS . R R, AR Sk —
FEM i FN2Y 5y o« AR R B SCI AT B, ATt 28 P 28 N (Piers
590) o MIB—ZIE, BiREIE CACE S0P W RS b 7 kB R iRAE . 7R
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ZERPISEHUS, < AN FEanfal A B g5 2 (Kingsley, The Roman and the Teuton 187) .
1E 1860 1) 0] /K 241, ISt IR 22 NAES D] T RKILTEa I BEVE IR SR BRI . fhE%s
FHEFRESU: < BHNLAERERIUEE RS, 22BN, WIFASIE A=A
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