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Abstract: Willa Cather’s O Pioneers! writes against the male dominance
in American western history of frontier literature, and the novel narrates
the stories of frontierswomen to lay emphasis on Woman’s ethical identity.
Woman’s ethical identity lies in three aspects, which are the frontierswoman’s
existence of contrapuntality as against the frontiersman, complementariy for the
frontiersman, and continuity as for an enlargement of cultural space. Alexandra,
as a frontierswoman, independent and strong in pioneering, stands opposed to
frontierman. Mrs Bergson, representative of frontierwomen’s inner domesticity,
working diligently to create a sweet home, is a supplement to frontiersman’s
outside hardship and thus forms an ethical relation of complementariy with regard
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to frontiersman. As domestic women, the frontierswomen also participate in a larger
cultural space by telling stories, cooking food and cherishing memorable things,
and accordingly their domesticity serves for the continuity of a larger cultural
space. In a word, through Cather’s efforts of writing against male dominance, the
frontierswomen vividly come to surface, and start to tell stories of their ethical
identity, therefore the absence of frontierswomen in Amercan frontier literature is
changed.
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