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Title: Female Physical Transformation and Subjectivity Construction in Metamor-
phosis Myths: The White-Snake Lady and Lamia

Abstract: The White-Snake Lady and Lamia are two highly responsive mythical
and legendary images of metamorphosis and romantic love, but they display signifi-
cant differences in their physical transformation and subjectivity construction. Both
serpent bodies suffer the same physical and metaphorical dilemma of being de-
famed as seductive and obscene. However, due to the White-Snake Lady’s physical
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transformation, she has achieved not only a human body, but also a human ethical
consciousness and female subjectivity. By contrast, Lamia, with similar storylines
and dramatic conflicts, fails in the pursuit of human identity with her never-sub-
siding serpent obscenity. While the White-Snake Lady remains the protagonist of
her legend, Lamia in her myth is at most a foil for the male figures representing
rational power and temperance. The two legends of love, with highly similar plots,
represent a fundamental difference in Eastern and Western perspectives toward love
themes, with the Eastern myth focusing on doomed marriage and feudal ethical
codes, and the Western version centering on such dualities as sensibility and ratio-
nality, desire and restraint.

Key words: the White-Snake Lady; Lamia; physical transformation; ethical con-
sciousness; subjectivity construction
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