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Title: The Virtue of Selfishness: Economic Ideas in Atlas Shrugged

Abstract: American writer Ayn Rand is known primarily for her philosophy of
Objectivism, which claims that the proper moral purpose of human life lies in the
pursuit of one’s own happiness and rational self-interest, and that the only social
system consistent with this morality is laissez-faire capitalism which displays
full respect for individual rights. Rand expresses such views most notably in her
novel Atlas Shrugged, which depicts a dystopian America in which innovative
private business owners suffer heavily under government laws and regulations, and
an increasing number of them decide to “go on strike” in protest of government
interventions, leaving the social economy trapped in predicament. This paper
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attempts to discuss the economic ideas and their moral implications in the novel
from the perspective of ethical egoism, including such issues as social values
of entrepreneurs, the negative effects of government interventions in economic
activities, and the sanction and rebellions of entrepreneurs as victims; then it
analyzes the validities and problems of Rand’s economic thoughts in a bid to get
a full command of her philosophy of Objectivism as well as the American social
context in which the novel was written.
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XA/ AT AN AR BE AT 18— B — iR A T2 SO TSR 13,
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Rl - BRI TE A 2O R, TSR ERE AR, SESK A i 5808
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SPIH L BRI BUT B, SRS TR K SRS RRER, XA
CEMIWETSTS, O T BUFIRERYE A, 3 A ORI, B S RS
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i 5 Y o 2 N2y ( Younkins, “Business in Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged”
166) .

BENARIRGRA BRI B RE I FIZEARE, HXTEUN 1Y & F T
FEGE, i ae/ 8 B A B 5E; ARIMAEAEN T, MEIA GRS PRI R R
E HLE SR NSEAR S 8™, MR sk WA A 32 SOBAR, X2 A 29530
R IR B RN A SR 2L KR X — V30T RS S T )
fis A0 S FAG R BLAG T ) o B0 3 AT 2R NS - B AT R 2Bl < 32
FHBIAA] ” (sanction of the victim ) , HJ « S5 HEAEEH Tz, #52
FC i TSN E R < T MBS M XA, ik
M TXH SRS, R AESD T RIRADEAT. TE2TEE R,
PR RM AR, RSN TR E STy, st A SR 2 i T,
RIAE T2 5 7R ABCRIFIZ 5 A R, P [ Bt i A0 2 1 53
fEo iy, HIRBERA T RN, M=oY X s A RIS S
H R, SCDE A SR TR, RA BRI RS, A RS
MEIER S B HRR, TR UEERITE RN S50
KIS, IS 17 H O R BIR R, SCBL T i B $E - Aok i ag [
T, B OE R EURES NG S, AES) TR IR X A O
BRVAHAYIRI , DL AT R B0 T SRR A sz, A 17X
—1%€ ” ( Younkins, “Business in Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged” 170 ) .
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FIE: —HURAANE SRR, 55— E A 5 5 il R AR
ke BUNTERE LT BORIS, IR T AT s e 4l /Y e 4 7
WAL ), MESp2xd B < Mgl 7, < BRI I, G218 A SR B
B RS5O I 7 5 AR BROGTE SR (A mox i oll i) 4 A
Bl , I BAR AT A A R SR, L S B X Al
FAAEIAT T, AR AT BE S Wi B I R AR A RO, N2 2 AR A i

1 Leonard Peikoff. “The Philosophy of Objectivism.” Lecture Series (1976): Lecture 8
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ORI CRERR T RFLE B LA N TAE DL AR ), XX S 5cim s
SEARE AR, P, FEX P Z 0] 21 JRE N 5 A o] -y, 6H ] BORE i 55 #45
S TAXEM
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PR bl FEA N W aesh Ml J1, IFa BT KRac o/ . Wik %
gy T, dEmHESh A GV R RE . T B < NBU . Kililg 7, A 1EM
T SRR A B AR A, SO A A R S
HEGRBEAR 1L ARG ER i) GRAEWLZH ) (The Road to Serfdom,
1944 ) | T HAPFHE SGE AR I RS 1Y (AR E XS5 Al ) (Capitalism
and Freedom, 1962 ) . NidELTR, A 28R & B % = 55 R
v la)J@ < BRI 28 BF AR 7 i g | O SCRGR A R TE AR Ay - K ZE T
ZTEE IR EFR H A28 TORERIRZISZ0 ;5 # e CBTREhi i &
B ) ZJa, IREFES rh R g 32 SCEAR LA NS .

FEFRIFERIRA, 280 W ] 202K (RS I BUMN
T ) BHET —— i, HDURGET2 A5 3 BRI 35 L& 54Uk
REANYRE - e Ets 2 i HEF (PR a8 ) BAvtt S v AR
HEARZ, H 24 HF (H5 8 E ) ( The Lord of the Rings, 1954-1955 ) I 37—,
FRZ A« —ARIHER ZZIVERL, 85 GO H R R A & pik, &
FOR AT I A BN A2 4 . AT SCRE TG, JoTE R B AT Y e
& R XSS CBTRRL T 3 ) YRS i RS - L (5 B HHAE
FEARWBEBS ) T LARIR, 55T TBUOR Y RRJESR K B —F /.

AN, (PR g s ) BRar B RAEZE LB —Era
FRZ AL, (OB SCAAAE— S R pa e iy ), g5k 8 E. (1) “=fEH]
WERARLEYRE A, BB Mg E e, w575, 2K
15550, M RS 2 I — o A a7 A AR s T 0 ) NG R R
45 b —JeXE S, SEIR XA 42 (2 0t A T A b B, 2 T AR
ZWE., (2) FARXILCF2ERE S ARG BORmNEFEN, U250
BAAETMELET, MATRAEST . F#8 . FrsiSw Wit s, x
s B ) A\ B S TR 2B, L — sz B AR By A ] .
(3) B Z Mk B 22 i (H) <« @/RFRIRE ) J&—A> SRR R ik
Fhgs, XA EBRARE, WaAE, AR —FEras ”, His
TERTHGERE AR « JERESFI 205 (2, (PR g B)e ) 660) |

1 Paul Krugman. “I’m Ellsworth Toohey!” The New York Times. 9/23/2010.
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DR S AE B P A KA R, eSO BE R, (4) ZEHERMN 35
E2801 A ERTLINI -/ TR 2081 | /0 = 2 N/ R = RV R (= (O E 2200 18 g G I R |
PR3 FHPEME S 224 T — 2 1T 411

R, X (BRI R ) ARy, R AT E IS —— %
BRI AT, IR T H XA £ AR B R (524 IR XX )
SR HXP 22 5 (Berliner 134) , HEZAE, B TOHXA AR5
FIIBZE . RO A TR RS, AR BAAR 2 HIR 400K ] 5T BRERL
FEVER KR - ik /R EE B R 20 « TEE RSN 3] T F-562¢  ( Lisboa
133) o WiZUE, DA EHIFRfA Ha B2 Aab, (0P AO7R 22 WS ok 2= 1l 3
PERIC 32 R PR R T — M L B HFASE R, 90 E, XA BT
X oy —— R B, X AFARI AR R R s B TS H R, AT 2
FEXHE A PEARUE . Jh 3G P2 Dy el 2 R 3 LR, FRIDR B B A AR
XA S IRA, DR R 5 | & A5 R R 35 o S Rk 2R AL < (R ERE Y
TR IES M BRI, MMHERBGE R TIE A T RIe R E
SCEARREE AR < LM BRI R PR AT AR TS, XEUEE A © B0
(B ARAE TS 7 AT A AR P —— ORI AT A B8 IR ATk, SRt R
A ES TRBAN T, HBM A MEESIEIED (2478, « AR
19) . ¥ F 2, FEAEIREL, S8R ASERR, — o B AF SR AW 0 2tk 1

kg, 20 AR B R AAR T, KRR, iR
A R SRR, [R) B e E KBRS A Ak e . OB, CBTRRRL T
BHE) BRI ERMNBIAE S, MEHERENSTF¥LE, FRAKE
Z DL TR RS, 5 s A A AT LA B B R R SR AU A B
P, AR L, EELET TR S 58 A E 2 2 5 i U At
I, MAEL A ORI AT B IR . RN TXFEE TR E W, 5%
VEH 2 5 04 45 B S A BRI R O 3 SOULS AN [ R AR 32 SO, IRk
(Y=Y N IES €
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