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Title: “Flowing Boundaries”: A Philosophical Investigation on Form-Content

Abstract: After investigation into the evolvement of the concepts of Form-Content
in the West, this essay argues that discussions on Form-Content in traditional
Western philosophy were actually about the relationship between the subjective
and objective worlds. Therefore, the concepts of Form-Content in traditional
Western philosophy are different from those in modern poetics. This essay also
examines the concepts of “Ming-Shi”(“ 44 - 5L ) and “Wen-Zhi” (“ X - it 7),
which are often considered as the counterparts of Form-Content in traditional
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China. It argues that the strong skeptical spirit in the proposition of “Non-Naming”
(“ J&4% ) put forwards by Lao Tzu ( ¥ ), which indicates the imperfect nature
of human languages, is of great philosophical significance. The proposition of
“Proper Naming” (“ 144 ) put forwards by Confucius ( fLF ) is completely
different from that of Lao Tzu, which, however, is of no less philosophical
significance, because it recognizes the fundamental function of “naming” in
linguistic performance. The concepts of “Wen-Zhi” got themselves well defined
only in specific contexts, which often varied a lot in different contexts. It offers the
concepts a kind of linguistic flexibility, which is of special value in their application
in ancient Chinese. However, the fact that the concepts of “Wen-Zhi”” have become
a kind of sublanguage does accord with the development of the language, as
modern Chinese is developing itself according to the principle of accuracy. Because
neither “Ming-Shi” nor “Wen-zhi” is the same or as accurate as Form-Content, the
latter was introduced into China and has become the main stream. The concepts
of Form-Content in China are not the same as their Western origins, because their
definitions had to be adjusted dynamically according to the rule of self-consistency
of the modern Chinese language. It is important to note that Form-Content often
serve as “Flowing Boundaries” that usher in different perspectives, in which a
certain item is considered as “Content” in one perspective while as “Form” in
another. This is something scholars should pay close attention to when they are
doing research work in the field of modern poetics.
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AR THTE LB, TR R BRI k. X,
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i, BMEIRATAT A TR R “ASERIA9” |, WREHSIRIESIS I IEMTE. 140
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AUATE—ERETEE T (R AR F ) ARG,

AP EZEARTERHERA P KAGH R H ™ B RA 2 A3
e ARZ HE AR RS, — IR AR 2O A s T, ]
HH AP RT U “RAE” , M R/RE 2 Fridny “Bre” alog e —H;
S ZIRIR . X, AR 2 T e R sha s i — e R, A, e
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WA TSR A AL, BT T 5

X - WA XIHEBEEA WBIPE” BREIE, FERTST A S A
e AR AR, AN RS IR e BT 1 BIR AL

AT, FEF AR B - AT R S E AR R T IR
B, BREEZAT Z W AR 1 ORI e T 2 TR R 170 A
NIRRT R, Fef1 A B AR n] BEARMEFI AL GE 9T 7 XA
IFE, 2R, MAEATRBITA R MAERE, AT DB IR
IEEL RN R 215 2 . BME— 32k, AR 2 7 AR LA
Pl RS RS BRI A=A VNIER 2 . W e .

HHT, ANECAREARRIIBRIERI IR, TR A S A A2 I %
RS A, TG RRA g, AR () R hinE AT
KFRIKH . N T IR A B AR, AT AU B R R i,
BRI, BEEBREE AT LU S AU B 4E

HARE] W0 - A" W&, WO, JRA A0 P
A, fEvFE (SCFElg ) G, R IR AT A i ETR AT
T, CHEGER Bl - A" IS IERAIE.
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