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Title: Patricide and Ethical Identity in The Cenci

Abstract: Not enough attention has been paid to Shelley’s five acts The Cenci in
academia. In the current study, there are two main interpretations of Beatrice’s
tragedy. From some scholars’ perspective, Beatrice’s patricide and execution can
be attributed to feudal despotism and the persecution of Catholic. From the others’
point of view, Beatrice curbs violence with violence, without humanizing the sinner
by love. Her tragedy is due to the violence. However, this paper attempts to argue
that these interpretations fail to explore the ethical nature of Beatrice’s change
from “obedience” to “resistance” and “execution.” In addition, they also fail to
explain the tragedy of the drama thoroughly and the author’s complicated ethical
and political viewpoint from the simple plot. Through the close reading and the
analysis of the ethical context of the text, this paper, with its reference to The Cenci
with the ethics, politics and economy during the period of the European Industrial
Revolution, tries to decode Beatrice’s ethical tragedy from the perspective of
“ethical identity.” It attempts to probe into the implicit ethical anxiety in The
Cenci, which prevails in British society at the beginning of the 19th century, and its
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political and economic reasons.

Key words: The Cenci, ethical identity; ethical anxiety; patricide

Author: Yang Yuli, is Research Assistant in English Department, at Central China
Normal University (Wuhan 430079, China), and is currently doing research in
English literature and western drama (Email: 1401036768@qq.com).

CERBLRR ) BIVET 1819 4F, MR % S SR SR By 18t i B ic ik 1Y
SR, PR 1599 4RHUE vk M GE IR I 3 L 2o 28 i B 0 Bt
SCCR BRI R . B F O AR YL — R TORAE T A C ISR, A
HURTAALTE., " H BN i ZU A B i AL 2 B SR £ T 2 i S x
SRR AT, IR (AR T B9 BN ) (1819) —FE, Tokflik
T RIEZ RGNS 5, BT iR B, Rk 753N
AR 7 B (L T IE S RN R, CRROZRE) AR — i
TR ISEH R AR . FIHACE I 0 PR R B psEiR” L A
R AL RIS TIEAE ., AT, AR ERE S AN RE 2T stk
JRIPE AN SRR PR R AR A R o RV P il AN ) A A B R HRUAR A —
ZARIR] , AR T2 PIRR AR . — ol 25 0 B e 4 A A I i b A2 I
LEONEER LR GTA MR EBHI A s 55— 2 A A 2% Btk

B, UIRHIRA SEURR A AR . ASCA T, XS0 A ) W 225 4 4 S DA
CMUNT F] R FR BT X R R RS ERAN R, JCIE R X R
KRR ARRIPE, IR RIS VRS 2k e SR BOR 2 B W . AN SCRF
CROBARAR) SR Tl s an i HAGE B . B0h . B S, il
SUCERTESE R B S, N eHE " DDA A 8 A dw S A AR TR R, e W 32%
JT RS Y 19 TH28 0 309 [l 2 rh i A7 A A AR IS BT Jo i BOR 28957
JE A

— RXEEMHEWN

TE CRBURAR ), ZEHE T 30T ) AL AC 2[R il 4 B 7 TG IR AR A E— AR
S B TN, A B B O R E TR By 47 5 ST ZI]
(RS OE R . )il , R AEE i 25 T AU 2 7 5 3 2 10 S i
MR R A, SR EARRGEh MR IO Z A R A o 2 Hn SUr 7
E LR RGLA S RISOE : XA EVHAA, AR R HEE R

1 See Percy Bysshe Shelley, Shelley's Poetry and Prose: Authoritative Texts, Criticism, Ed.
Donald H. Reiman and Neil Fraistat (New York: Noton, 2002) 141.

2 See Stuart M. Sperry, The Ethical Politics of Shelley’s “The Cenci” (University
park: Boston University, 1986): 411-427.

3 See Shelley, Preface to The Cenci, 1819.
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