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Title: The Predicament of Identity Clarification in The Nick Adams Stories
Abstract: The Nick Adams Stories is a collection of short stories written by Ernest
Hemingway centering on the character Nick Adams, chronologically rearranged by
Philip Young. Reading these stories as a whole, the author of this paper proposes
that Nick Adams has experienced the predicament of identity clarification. In his
childhood, the intimacy with the nature successfully establishes his natural identity.
He regards himself as “the son of nature.” Being too obsessed with such an identity,
Nick has great difficulties in establishing his social identity. As a result, Nick is
not in a position to confirm his social identity so that he often falls back on his
natural identity, which can be regarded as a reflection of the lost generation. Caught
between the predicament of identity clarification, Nick resorts to reading, writing
and recollection as a way of self-moral teaching.
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