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Abstract: Thousand Cranes, is a representative work of Kawabata Yasunari who
won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1952. The novel reflects Kawabata Yasunari’s
consistent literary and aesthetic thinking, yet so far it has garnered rather varied,
and even totally opposite comments and value judgements in the academic field.
Japanese scholars such as Yukio Mishima, Kenji Yamamoto, and Takeshi Umehara
generally considered the value of the novel from the perspective of aestheticism,
sense of sin, salvation of humanity, and erotic aesthetics, while Chinese scholars,
with Ye Weiqu as the representative, similarly focus their discussion on the
aesthetic inquiry into the novel and the idea of the world of devil reflected in
it. This article takes Kawabata Yasunari’s Nobel lecture as the starting point, to

reinterpret the text of the novel from the perspective of Nie Zhenzhao’s ethical
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literary criticism. In this novel Kawabata Yasunari borrowed the background and
atmosphere of Japanese traditional beauty to express his deeper ethical thinking
and concern for humanity, which endows the novel with special themes and literary
values in terms of ethics and morality.
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