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Abstract: The latter half of the 20" century witnessed a “spatial turn” in the
development of western humanities and social sciences and narrative theories,
thus pushing the spatial dimension of literary narratives onto the stage around
the narratological and literary world. Following the suit, Chinese academic circle
began to explore the spatial issues in literary narratives at the end of the last
century, and then “Space narrative” has gradually become a hot topic in literary
studies. As a latest publication in this field, Spatial Narrative in Novels by Dr.
Fang Ying observed the development of the concept of space, gave a definition
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of the space in literary narration, and examined the narrative mode as a “spatial
narration.” The monograph, relating to the contemporary western narratology
theory and space theory, explored the rules and characteristics of the spatial
narrative in novels and discussed the issues of its pattern characteristics, space-
time relationships, and meaning-reference relationships by rereading novels of the
20" century. The author defined spatial narrative as “a kind of narrative mode” and
summarized the essential characteristics of spatial narrative in a concise and simple
way. The monograph, rooted in textual practice, provides a new reference for the
development of contemporary Chinese narratology, and pushes novel theoretical
research and textual criticism into a new field.
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