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Title: Ethical Predicament and Ethical Selection in Moby Dick

Abstract: Persons in Moby Dick showed us a ethical world full of contradiction.
They were involved in the predicament of religious ethic, social ethic and
ecological ethic. Ahab changed from a Christian to a leader of the heathen, going
to challenge the authority of God while subjecting to the God automatically from
the subconscious; He wanted to take responsibility of his wife and son, but he had
to abandon them for pursuing “selfness”; He also wanted to give up his desire for
conquering the nature and keep the ecological harmony, whereas he chased Moby
Dick only for his own interests regardless of the crew interests, causing the crew
to death. Ishmael believed in Christianity while he made a friend with a heathen.
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Starbuck would protect his and other stockholders’ interests while he obeyed
the captain’s orders and joined his alliance of chasing Moby Dick. Queequeg
felt deeply attached to his motherland while he chose to join Ahab’s alliance by
betraying his nation’s wish on him. All ethical selections made by them in those
ethical predicaments reflect Herman Melville’s ethical selection in his times.
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1 Lawarance Roger Thompson, Melville’s Quarrel with God (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1956) 19.
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