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Title: Lack of Ethical Education, Misplaced Ethical Identities and Incest-
engendered Trauma: A Study of Toby’s Room from the Perspective of Ethical
Literary Criticism

Abstract: Barker, in 7oby’s Room, depicts an incest between a brother Toby and
his sister Elinor at the age of puberty, who feel guilty and remorseful afterwards.
Later Toby goes to WWII and dies. His suicide note to Elinor is only half written,
so Elinor tries very hard to see his comrade-in-war Kit to find out about his death,
only to know that the incest between them has brought forth severe psychological
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torture to him. This paper tries to analyze the novel from the perspective of ethical
literary criticism, focusing on the analysis that both Toby and Elinor, growing up
in an ethical environment in which parental love and ethical education are missing,
fail to nurture a correct ethical awareness; their animal factor and their human
factor are fighting to gain the upper hand in the process of their development of
mutual love, resulting in the anti-ethical incest when the former wins; the incest
leads to their misplaced ethical identities and engenders unspeakable trauma.
Barker tries to reveal that a sound ethical environment, ethical education, nurturing
correct ethical awareness and making a correct ethical choice play a very important
part in the growth of young people.
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HT A S PR AL, WIS ik 1 R ARSI

JE R AAEFE L BB A TR S TR, A A IR
ABERIK T, ANBERREA BRI A RIRB B SO B . S8 T T FEEERYSEIA,
I B AT R B B AL AR . (ERRHRE FE LR SE N RFF DR, T
el R R B B AT AR RULIRBHE . e KB TIOT D IR P 4T
FCEIERISEIN  JEORFT I N TR A S b — 5 s AT, i T
98 38 DR 2 VA TR T Mok ) ZE S R B O o P DL RN E R NS %, FEHEIERE T
TER 1A B 2R 2 A C RYIRIR, 7eflieZ a2l 1% AXELL
REGAPRE A, VR IR X Pt S A8 PEAE FE A LG =2 2% 25 Aty R T
TS ETRE RS2 OB, Db e T I (RSUF ) SRR H C /Y
Mz, ZRH O AR — IR I8 T8 T AR AR EUE K
g X L AETH A SR . S0 WD —J7 ke, XHEm, flie
ZIr i G AR B By AL, PRl g bl ke AR BRI AL, X
SEM A A AR P — A T AU AN S A B AT

&g

B SR A T AN AL A e B2 b ) BB, b By 2 A i I S T Y
TR N A A RE S5 155 50 (Brannigan 9) o 78 (FELLAYB3IE] )
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By — BEE S E B0, FRRIERGA A R AETE i AP RT 5 |
ALIEAN0S, BIVPR SR = A8 B A R 3 1) 2R 4 T 2 SR mLAS DL K i
kB R BT TE/NERIEE R, FEHRISEITF R SRR S R A, S
LA TR B R A TR T Z A ZAE AV TR . AR IRGE S S T Y s 71,
DR B e — R B BIFE L B9 B TRl RS A . S BT FE LR 45, B2l
TEBRYIZ R T RHRHEED, W A 2« BFEHRRE s R Az », M« 4
HAE Mg B B4R Tl (262) , MZIMAHEHE ARG —h— T . FEH
FEALABZET T B C AL T R B o, OBES AT A K I R 2 A 25
A AR AT . SLIS SR b B R RS, IEAMATEFE BRI B R R AY
ARATCEAR LB < AZFJUBARE G (264) —4E, ROKIEHEREE I, H 5
I A A A AR Z I o X/ INBEARLIE 1 S LA SR R RIGIEN] T SO AR
A H AT AN RIR, e TR UGB A DGR AR i At 2 18
e, AW B AR R AR SR AGE SRS 51, A AR A R SEE R
EEAK " (FBA], ORI IT. ATISSARE " 17) o S
Pt 3 TR TR 2 — i P SR DR ke = A8 ORI AR LR
Fral &R B, iR R S FAS SO T4 drE 25 R B AR FRR T 1Y
FEE, S 7R RS BB TR AT, JF 4 NIRRT 2D

Works Cited
Boston, Anne. “Pat Barker.” Contemporary Authors, Vol. 122, No. 40, 1988.

Brannigan, John. Pat Barker. Manchester and New York: Manchester UP, 2005. Monteith, Sharon,
Margaretta Jolly, Nahem Yousaf, and Ronald Paul eds. Critical Perspectives on Pat Barker.
Columbia: U of South Carolina P, 2005.

PR SUHEB I S A SO 7, COMESTAITSE ) 1(2006): 44-52.

[Li Dingqing. “Ethical Literary Criticism in the Construction of Humanistic Spirit.” Foreign Literature
Studies 1 (2006): 44-52.]

TBH|: SO BT — R ST I 1, (OMESCERTSE ) 6(2011): 1-13,

[Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Ethical Choice and Sphinx Factor.” Foreign Literature
Studies 6 (2011): 1-13.]

—: CSCFRHEEAY . A AR 7, (AMESCEDITE ) 1(2010): 12-22,

[—. Nie Zhenzhao. “Ethical Literary Criticism: Its Fundaments and Terms.” Foreign Literature Studies
1(2010): 12-22.]

—: CPRSCAMREN E ML 7, (OCFEHE) L 2 (2014) ¢ 13-15,

[—. Nie Zhenzhao. “On the Ethical Values and the Function of Education of Literature.” Literary
Review 2 (2014): 13-15.]

RE4REE: AR



