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Abstract: In his novel The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne purposely mingles
the historical, moral, and psychological themes altogether, and makes the novel’s
meaning complicated and multi-dimensional. This novel is highly abstractive; the
purpose of the writer is not to describe the concrete “hypocrisy” or “honesty,” and
its aim is not to preach the ideas of “being honest.” The author of this paper thinks
that the heroine Hester Prynne is not the typical example of character of repentance
as some critics regard. Although she received her punishment for her “sins,” she
didn’t accept the social moral standard on which she was punished. Her “sins”
originated from the ethical conflicts between the divine factor and the human factor
and are the result of ethical selection in the Puritan society. So, it is not appropriate
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to regard Hester and Dimmesdale as two symbols of the self salvation of the fallen
souls; on the contrary, they are the symbols of the turning of the ethical values
from the divine factor to the human factor, and, in Nathanicl Hawthorne’s mind,
the heroine Hester Prynne is the ideal example of the harmonious union of the two
factors.
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