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Abstract: The Purloined Child: American Identity and Representations of Child-

hood in American Literature 1851-2000 is a scholarly work on American literature 

studies, the book explores American identity and childhood representations from 

-

ratives of American identity are closely related to childhood representations in 

literature. When the nation is in cultural crisis or at the critical moment of cultural 

-

purity and equality, but also brings out the dark double of American identity. 

Key words: child; American identity; national narrative; childhood representation 

Authors: Lou Yuping is Lecturer of English at School of Foreign Languages, Zhe-



174 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol.1, No.4, Dec., 2017

jiang Normal University (Jinhua, China 321004). Her research interest is American 

ethnic literature (Email: louyuping@163.com); Li Huihua is Professor of Eng-

lish at School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Normal University (Jinhua, China 

321004). Her major research area is Native American literature (Email: monic-

alhh@yahoo.com). 

1851-2000

150

A



175The Signifying Child / Lou Yuping & Li Huihua

A

(22)

20 20



176 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol.1, No.4, Dec., 2017

20

(inner child)

19 20

13

 



177The Signifying Child / Lou Yuping & Li Huihua

100

( ) ( )

19

1 

( ) ( )

19

1 “ (optic white)”

“ ”



178 Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol.1, No.4, Dec., 2017

20

28

1851-2000



179The Signifying Child / Lou Yuping & Li Huihua

Works Cited

, (2009):10-16.

[Elliot, Emory. “National Dreams and Rude Awakenings: The Global Warning of American  Fiction.” 

Trans. Huang Xiuguo. Fudan Forum on Foreign Languages and Literature Fall (2009):10-16.]

The Purloined Child: American Identity and Representations of Childhood in 

American Literature 1851-2000. Lublin: Wydawnictwo KUL, 2007.


