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Abstract: The Purloined Child: American Identity and Representations of Child-
hood in American Literature 1851-2000 is a scholarly work on American literature
written by Polish scholar Zofia Kolbuszewska. Following the trend of childhood
studies, the book explores American identity and childhood representations from
child figures in American literary texts. Kolbuszewska’s argument is that the nar-
ratives of American identity are closely related to childhood representations in
literature. When the nation is in cultural crisis or at the critical moment of cultural
change, literary child characters will come into prominence. She holds that the fic-
tional child not only serves to confirm American national narratives of innocence,
purity and equality, but also brings out the dark double of American identity.
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