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Title: Mechanism and memory: An Orthodox Interpretation of the Art Structure of
A Hero of Our Time

Abstract: A Hero of Our Time, a masterpiece of Russian writer Lermontov, is one
of the most important works studied by Chinese researchers on Russian literature
in the 19th century. For a long time, the academic circles mainly focus on the
social and historical life reflected by its text and the mechanism of such reflection,
while little attention has been paid to the writer’s genes, personal complex, and
the historical and cultural imprint of the meaning regeneration mechanism itself.
In fact, the meaning regeneration mechanism of 4 Hero of Our Time is determined
by the writer’s personality in composition, the spirit of the Orthodox Church and
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the influence of historical culture in the first half of the 19th century. It shows itself
with the “Triune” creation of artistic images in which “individuality” and “spirit”
are mixed, the artistic expression revealing “the unity of God and man” in which
the “good and evil” and “salvation” are combined, and the “experiential narrative
structure” in which the “fate” and “freedom™ are intertwined paradoxically.
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