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Title: Identity Construction Rhetoric and Character Roles in 7he Gadfly: A Semantic
and Narratological Analysis

Abstract: This article re-interprets the classic novel The Gadfly from the
perspective of the theory of rhetoric in a broad sense by combining linguistics
with literary theory, focusing on the semantic components and narratological rhetoric
in personal identity construction and character role shifts. The findings indicate:
one particular personal identity of each character is constructed in relation to the
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particular role of another character, thus defining the inter-personal relationship of
the characters. The different identities of a character in relation to personal role A or
role B he/she simultaneously plays, generates role relationship changes which in turn
impact or constrain the discourse acts of the characters. The varying identities of the
same character as presented in the crisscross relationship with other characters in the
novel, serve to achieve the presence of the concealed character identities. The discourse
in The Gadfly is not just confined to revolutionary theme development or ethical
discussion; it also features religious, love, sexual relations of the main characters. The
rhetorical representation of the love relationship between the main character Arthur
(the eponymous Gadfly) and the two women characters, as well as the involved
revolutionary theme of the novel, provides narratological dynamics to the novel,
generating an impact on the intertextuality and rhetorical choices of the text in the
sense of cross-cultural communication.
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narratological dynamics; rhetoric in a broad sense
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