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Abstract: As one of the focuses of recent literary studies, “literariness” has been
interpreted from a wide range of perspectives, resulting in obscurity in what it
really means. This paper argues that this obscurity is associated with the practices
of literary studies that feature a departure from language analysis and linguistic
paradigms. Starting with a brief illustration of “literariness” in the realm of
formalism, this paper tries to expound and clarify it from cognitive perspectives,
and comes up with a conclusion that “literariness” is a continuum of literary
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desirable in terms of eliminating barriers between linguistics and literary studies.
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